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FROM BEGINNING TO END
The Story of God's Plan from Creation to the Last Great Day

Companion Study Book Inspired by the Song

By Anthony James Terranova Jr.

Purpose of This Companion

This book follows the song line by line in spirit: the world feels broken, so we rewind the story back to the 
Word of God, where it all begins.

It is written as a devotional story, a Bible-study guide, and a gentle apologetics tool. The goal is not to 
overclaim what archaeology can prove, but to show that the Bible speaks into real places, real empires, real 
rulers, real manuscripts, and real history.

The cover image becomes the map: creation, Eden, Noah, Abraham, Moses, kings and prophets, Bethlehem, 
the cross, the empty tomb, Pentecost, the Church, modern chaos, and the final hope of God making all things 
new.

Copyright and Use Note
Draft manuscript prepared for Anthony James Terranova Jr. for companion-book development. 

Scripture is primarily cited by reference, with brief paraphrases and short quotations where helpful. 
Before commercial publication, confirm the preferred Bible translation and permissions for any 
extended Scripture quotation.

Historical and archaeological notes are summarized from public museum, manuscript, and 
reference sources listed in Appendix D. The evidence notes are written carefully: archaeological 
sources can illuminate the world of Scripture and confirm many names, places, rulers, and events, 
but they do not mechanically prove every miracle or theological claim.

Dedication
For every person watching the world spin out and wondering whether there is still a way home.

There is. From beginning to end, the way is Jesus.
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Introduction - Why We Hit Rewind

The song begins in the middle of a modern ache: sirens, tears, wars on a screen, hunger in the 
street, and truth bent until people barely recognize it anymore. That is not an imaginary world. That 
is the world many people wake up to every morning. The headlines change, but the wound beneath 
the headlines is ancient.

The genius of the song is that it refuses to stay trapped in the panic of the moment. It says, in 
effect, "Let us rewind." Not rewind because the past was painless. Not rewind because we want to 
escape. Rewind because the only way to understand the ending is to return to the beginning.

The Bible does not open with human confusion. It opens with God. Before there is a battlefield, 
there is a voice. Before there is a grave, there is breath. Before there is a crown of thorns, there is a 
garden. Before there is exile, there is a home. Before there is a final judgment, there is a first 
promise.

This companion book follows that storyline chronologically. It does not attempt to cover every 
Bible event. Instead, it traces some of the most amazing and foundational moments in the story: 
creation, Eden, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, the prophets, exile, Bethlehem, the cross, the 
resurrection, Pentecost, the Church, and the Last Great Day.

Along the way, we will pause for "Evidence and Apologetics Notes." These notes are not 
gimmicks. They are honest windows into the world behind the Bible. Some discoveries show that 
Israel was known in ancient Egypt. Some confirm the House of David. Some anchor Assyrian 
invasions, Babylonian exile, Persian return, Roman rule, and early Christian witness. These artifacts 
do not replace faith, but they do help show that biblical faith is not floating in fog.

The cover art already preaches the message. On the left, creation, water, Eden, Noah, and life. On 
the right, fire, judgment, cities, war, and collapse. At the bottom, the empty tomb glows. In the 
center, heavenly light breaks through. The image is not just decoration. It is a visual timeline of the 
Bible: the world is broken, but God has not lost control.

So let us begin where Scripture begins. Let us step behind the sirens and screens. Let us listen for 
the voice that spoke light into darkness. Let us follow the promise from Genesis to Revelation. Let us 
see the plan that holds together from beginning to end.

How to Use This Book

Read one chapter at a time, then answer the reflection questions.

Use the Bible references as a reading plan. The book is strongest when opened beside Scripture.

Use the evidence notes as conversation starters. They are meant to help readers say, "I did not know the 
Bible was connected to that much real history."

End with the practice quiz and answer key. The quiz can be used for families, small groups, youth classes, or 
companion-book study sessions.
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Chapter 1

When the World Spins Out

"I am watching this world spin out again and again, so I looked back - from beginning 
to end."

A Modern Cry with an Ancient Root
Every generation has its own way of saying, "Something is wrong." Our generation says it with 

breaking news alerts, political rage, addiction statistics, broken families, anxiety, war footage, and 
the quiet loneliness of people who are surrounded by noise but starving for peace.

The song does not begin with a polished church phrase. It begins with pressure. "I am feeling the 
pressure, I am feeling the strain." That is honest. Faith does not have to pretend the pain is not real. 
In fact, the Bible is one of the most honest books ever written about pain. It shows murder in the 
first family, corruption before the flood, slavery in Egypt, betrayal by kings, tears in exile, crosses on 
hills, and martyrs under empire.

The difference is that Scripture refuses to leave pain unexplained. The Bible says the world is not 
merely messy. It is fallen. Human beings were made for God, but we turned from Him. Sin did not 
stay private; it spread through families, cities, nations, systems, and even religion itself. That is why 
the news feels familiar. It is new footage of an old rebellion.

The First Apologetic: The Bible Explains Reality
Before we look at stones, scrolls, inscriptions, and empires, we should notice something 

powerful: the Bible explains the world we actually live in. It explains why humans can write 
symphonies and build hospitals, yet also build concentration camps and weapons that can destroy 
cities. It explains why we long for justice but often hate judgment when it comes near us. It explains 
why love is the deepest human need and why selfishness is the most common human reflex.

A shallow faith says, "Everything is fine." Biblical faith says, "Everything is not fine, but God has a 
plan." That is why the song turns back to the Word of God. The Bible does not simply give religious 
sayings; it gives a story big enough to hold creation, catastrophe, covenant, cross, resurrection, and 
new creation.

When the world spins out, the Christian answer is not panic. It is perspective. We look back to see 
how the story began. We look to Christ to see how the rescue came. We look ahead to see where the 
story is going.

A Timeline with a Center
The Bible is not a random pile of inspiring episodes. It is a unified story with a center. The center 

is Jesus Christ. Creation points to Him as the Word through whom all things were made. Eden points 
to Him as the promised seed who crushes the serpent. Noah points to Him as the ark of salvation. 
Abraham points to Him as the promised blessing for all nations. Moses points to Him as the greater 
deliverer. David points to Him as the true King. The prophets point to Him as the suffering servant 
and reigning Son of Man.
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Then Jesus comes. He does not merely join the story; He reveals what the story was always about. 
He is the way out of sin and the way in to the Father. He is the answer the singer was searching for 
"the whole long time."

That is why this companion study is called From Beginning to End. The title is not just a phrase. It 
is a confession: God was there at the beginning, He is present in the middle, and He will be faithful 
at the end.

Evidence and Apologetics Note

Archaeology is most useful when we let it do what it can actually do. It can confirm names, places, rulers, 
languages, destructions, exiles, manuscripts, and cultural backgrounds. It cannot put God in a laboratory or 
force a person to love Christ. But it can clear away the idea that the Bible is disconnected from the real 
world.

A good apologetics approach is honest: evidence supports the historical setting of Scripture in many places, 
while faith still receives the theological meaning of the story. This balance keeps the book both compelling 
and accurate.

Chapter Reflection
1. Where do you most feel the pressure and strain of the world right now?
2. Why is it important that the Bible begins with God rather than with human trouble?
3. How does seeing Scripture as one unified story change the way you read individual Bible stories?
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Chapter 2

Let There Be Light

"In the beginning - God spoke, 'Let there be light!' and it was so."

Before the Siren, There Was a Voice
Genesis opens with a sentence so simple a child can memorize it and so deep a lifetime cannot 

exhaust it: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). Scripture does 
not begin by arguing God into existence. It begins with God already there, already sovereign, already 
speaking.

The first recorded command of God in the Bible is a command to darkness: "Let there be light." 
The darkness does not debate. The darkness does not negotiate. Light comes because God speaks. 
That is the first rescue picture in Scripture: darkness is real, but it is not ultimate.

The song notices the order of creation: seas finding borders, heavens taking their place, dust 
becoming a living soul. Genesis paints a world where God brings form to emptiness and fullness to 
what was void. The universe is not a cosmic accident without meaning. It is a creation with rhythm, 
structure, beauty, and moral purpose.

The Dignity of Dust and Breath
Genesis 2 slows the camera down. Humanity is not mass-produced. God forms the man from the 

dust and breathes into him the breath of life. This is one of the most breathtaking pictures in all 
Scripture. We are lowly enough to be dust and loved enough to receive breath from God.

The song says, "Love in our design." That is exactly what the image of God means in practical life. 
Human beings matter because God made them. The unborn, the elderly, the disabled, the poor, the 
prisoner, the stranger, the enemy, the forgotten - every human life carries sacred weight because 
every human being is made by God and accountable to God.

This is also where worship begins. If God made us, then we do not belong to ourselves in the 
deepest sense. Freedom is not the right to invent reality; freedom is the joy of living in God’s design. 
A fish is not free on the sand. A human soul is not free away from God.

Creation and the Questions Science Cannot Finish
Many people assume that creation and science are enemies. But the first chapters of Genesis are 

answering questions deeper than a microscope can settle. Science can study processes within the 
created order. Genesis tells us why there is an order at all, why it is good, why humans have dignity, 
and why we owe worship to the Creator.

The "wow" here is not merely that the universe is large. The "wow" is that the universe is 
intelligible. It can be studied. It follows patterns. It is filled with beauty from galaxies to flowers, 
from mathematics to music. The Christian sees that order not as a replacement for God, but as a 
witness to Him.
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When the singer asks God to open his eyes, creation is one of the first answers. Open eyes see 
more than matter. They see gift. They see glory. They see that the world was not born from loveless 
chaos, but from the Word of the living God.

Evidence and Apologetics Note

The opening chapter of the Bible is not written like the battle myths of many ancient cultures. It presents one 
sovereign Creator, not a universe born from divine warfare. That difference matters. Genesis gives a moral, 
ordered, purposeful creation in which the sun, moon, sea, animals, and stars are created things, not gods to 
be feared.

Apologetics begins with wonder. A universe that is orderly, life-permitting, intelligible, and filled with moral 
beings raises questions that material explanations alone do not finally answer.

Chapter Reflection
4. What does it mean to you personally that God speaks light into darkness?
5. How does the image of God shape the way you view people you disagree with?
6. Where do you see order, beauty, or design in creation?
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Chapter 3

Eden: Peace, Pride, and the First Promise

"Eden was peace, but we chose our pride, and sin moved in like a rising tide."

The Garden Before the Grave
Eden is the Bible’s first picture of home. There is work, but no curse. There is marriage, but no 

shame. There is command, but no resentment. There is creation, but no corruption. The garden is 
not merely a pretty place. It is a sanctuary of fellowship between God and humanity.

Then the serpent enters, and his first weapon is not a sword. It is a question. "Did God actually 
say...?" The enemy attacks God’s Word because if he can loosen our trust in what God said, he can 
loosen our hearts from God Himself.

The temptation is painfully familiar. The serpent suggests that God is holding out, that obedience 
is confinement, that sin is wisdom, that humans can become like God without God. Adam and Eve 
reach for the fruit, and the world changes.

When Shame Learned to Speak
Before sin, Adam and Eve were naked and unashamed. After sin, they hid. That is one of the 

saddest movements in Scripture: from openness to hiding, from communion to fear, from trust to 
blame. Adam blames Eve. Eve blames the serpent. The human heart becomes a courtroom where 
everyone pleads innocent.

This is why the song says, "Shame made a shadow, fear took control." Sin never delivers what it 
advertises. It promises freedom and produces hiding. It promises wisdom and produces confusion. It 
promises life and produces death.

But God comes walking in the garden. He asks, "Where are you?" not because He lacks 
information, but because He is calling the sinner out of hiding. Judgment is coming, but so is mercy.

The First Gospel
In Genesis 3:15, God speaks to the serpent and announces that the seed of the woman will crush 

the serpent’s head, though His heel will be bruised. This is often called the first gospel promise. 
Before Israel exists, before Moses receives the law, before David wears a crown, before Mary holds 
the child in Bethlehem, God promises a serpent-crusher.

That promise is the first beam of sunrise after the fall. Humanity has rebelled, but God has not 
surrendered the story. Sin enters like a rising tide, but grace begins flowing even there.

The song says, "Even when we ran, You didn’t let go." That line belongs beside Genesis 3. God 
clothes Adam and Eve. He sends them out of the garden, but He sends them out with a promise. 
Paradise is lost, but redemption has been announced.

Evidence and Apologetics Note
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This chapter is one place where archaeology is less central and worldview is more central. Genesis explains 
the universal human experience of guilt, shame, blame, moral fracture, and death. The story is ancient, but 
the psychology is current. Every generation still asks, "Did God really say?" and every generation still tries to 
hide when sin is exposed.

Chapter Reflection
7. Why do you think the serpent began by questioning God’s word?
8. Where do you see shame and hiding in the human story today?
9. How does Genesis 3:15 change the mood of the fall story?
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Chapter 4

Noah: Judgment and Mercy on the Waters

"Days of Noah - storm clouds, rising sea, judgment and mercy, an ark set free."

A World Filled with Violence
By Genesis 6, sin has not remained in one garden. It has filled the earth. The Bible says the earth 

was corrupt and filled with violence. The language is heavy because the condition is heavy. 
Humanity was not merely making mistakes; it was ruining the world God made good.

Noah’s story is often softened into nursery art, but the biblical account is not cute. It is a story of 
judgment. The flood declares that God is not indifferent to evil. Violence matters. Corruption 
matters. Human wickedness grieves the heart of God.

Yet in the same chapter, Noah finds grace. That is the balance the song captures: judgment and 
mercy. The storm is real, but so is the ark.

The Door in the Side of Judgment
The ark is an object lesson in salvation. God warns. God instructs. God provides. Noah believes 

enough to obey. The animals enter. The rain comes. The waters rise. The same waters that judge the 
world lift the ark.

There is something haunting about the phrase, "and the LORD shut him in" (Genesis 7:16). 
Salvation has a door, and that door is mercy. Noah does not save himself by clever navigation. He is 
carried through judgment by what God commanded him to build.

When the waters recede, Noah steps into a washed world. He builds an altar. God gives a 
covenant sign in the rainbow. The rainbow is not sentimental decoration. It is God’s war bow hung 
in the clouds, a sign that judgment will not again come in the same way upon all flesh by flood.

Flood Memory and Gospel Meaning
The flood story also gives us one of the most interesting apologetics conversations in the ancient 

world. Mesopotamian literature includes flood accounts, especially the flood tablet in the Epic of 
Gilgamesh. The similarities are striking: a great flood, a boat, saved life, birds sent out, and sacrifice 
afterward. The differences are just as important: Genesis presents one righteous God responding to 
moral corruption, not squabbling gods annoyed by human noise.

This does not mean we should flatten all flood accounts into one easy proof. But it does mean that 
the memory of a great flood was deeply rooted in the ancient Near East. Genesis gives that memory a 
theological meaning: God judges evil, preserves life, and makes covenant.

The ark points forward to Christ. In a world under judgment, Jesus is not merely a teacher 
shouting advice from the shore. He is the place of refuge. He carries His people through the waters 
of death into new creation life.

Evidence and Apologetics Note
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The British Museum identifies the famous Gilgamesh Flood Tablet as a Babylonian account of the Flood and 
notes that its content caused a sensation in the 19th century because of similarities to the Genesis flood story 
[S1]. The point is not that Gilgamesh proves Genesis in every detail. The stronger point is that Genesis 
belongs to an ancient world where flood memory was real, widespread, and theologically interpreted in 
radically different ways.

Chapter Reflection
10. Why is it important to see both judgment and mercy in Noah’s story?
11. What does the ark teach about salvation?
12. How can flood traditions be used carefully in apologetics without overstating the case?
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Chapter 5

Abraham: Promise Under the Stars

"Then Abraham - promise under stars, a covenant that can reach us where we are."

A Man Called Out
After the flood, the nations grow, scatter, build, boast, and reach for heaven at Babel. Then God 

does something unexpected. He does not begin with an empire. He calls one man. Abram leaves the 
familiar behind and walks into promise.

Genesis 12 is one of the great hinge moments of the Bible. God promises Abram land, 
descendants, a great name, and blessing. But the promise is not meant to stop with Abram’s family. 
Through him, all the families of the earth will be blessed.

That means God’s plan after Eden is global from the start. Israel is chosen not so God can ignore 
the nations, but so blessing can come to the nations through the promised seed.

Stars Over a Childless Tent
One of the most moving scenes in Genesis happens under the night sky. Abram has promises, but 

he does not have the child through whom the promises will continue. God takes him outside and 
tells him to count the stars if he can. "So shall your offspring be" (Genesis 15:5).

Abram believes the LORD, and God counts it to him as righteousness. That sentence becomes one 
of the most important theological seeds in Scripture. Salvation is not built on human boasting. It is 
received by faith in the promise of God.

The stars preach before the law is given. Before Sinai, before the Temple, before the monarchy, 
God is teaching that His people live by trust.

The Promise Narrows and Widens
The story narrows through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the tribes of Israel. But the narrower it 

gets, the wider the final blessing becomes. One family becomes a nation. One nation preserves the 
Scriptures. Through that nation comes one Messiah. Through that Messiah comes blessing for every 
tribe and tongue.

The New Testament sees Jesus as the true seed of Abraham. In Christ, the promise under the stars 
reaches people Abram never saw: Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, near and far, ancient and 
modern.

That is why the song says the covenant can reach us where we are. Abraham looked up and saw 
stars. We look back and see that every star was a reminder that God keeps promises over long 
stretches of time.

Evidence and Apologetics Note

The patriarchal period is not easily confirmed by one artifact labeled "Abraham was here." That kind of 
evidence is not how ancient pastoral family histories usually survive. The apologetic value here is 
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cumulative: the narratives fit the geography, customs, covenant practices, and family-world of the ancient 
Near East, while the later national story of Israel becomes increasingly visible in external sources.

Chapter Reflection
13. What would it have felt like for Abraham to trust God while still waiting for a child?
14. Why does Genesis 12:3 matter for the whole world, not just Israel?
15. Where are you being asked to trust a promise before you can see the outcome?
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Chapter 6

Moses: Chains Broken, Waters Opened

"Moses and Pharaoh - chains broke loose, water split wide, freedom walked through."

The Cry of Slaves
Exodus begins with a people under pressure. A Pharaoh who does not know Joseph fears Israel’s 

growth and turns fear into oppression. Bricks, quotas, whips, and drowned baby boys fill the 
opening chapters. The story is dark, but God hears.

That is one of the most comforting truths in Exodus: God hears the groaning of slaves. He 
remembers His covenant. He sees. He knows. Those verbs matter when people feel forgotten.

Moses is saved through water as a baby, raised in Pharaoh’s house, exiled into the wilderness, 
and called at a burning bush. God reveals His name: I AM WHO I AM. Pharaoh thinks he is the 
center of power. The burning bush says otherwise.

Who Is the LORD?
When Moses tells Pharaoh to let God’s people go, Pharaoh asks, "Who is the LORD, that I should 

obey His voice?" The plagues answer that question. The Nile, frogs, darkness, livestock, crops, bodies, 
and finally the firstborn all become signs that Egypt’s gods are not ultimate. The LORD reigns.

The Passover night is the turning point. A lamb dies. Blood marks the door. Judgment passes over 
the houses covered by blood. Israel leaves not because Pharaoh became generous, but because God 
broke the chains.

Then the sea blocks the way. Pharaoh’s army closes in. The people panic. Moses says, "Stand still, 
and see the salvation of the LORD." The water opens. Freedom walks through.

The Exodus Pattern
The Exodus becomes the Bible’s great pattern of redemption. Slavery, lamb, blood, judgment, 

deliverance, water, wilderness, covenant, promised land. The pattern echoes again and again until it 
reaches Jesus.

At the Last Supper, Jesus takes the Passover meal and reveals its deepest meaning in Himself. He 
is the Lamb. His blood marks the new covenant. He leads a greater Exodus, not merely out of Egypt, 
but out of sin and death.

The song says, "Chains broke loose." That is more than ancient history. Every person enslaved by 
guilt, addiction, fear, pride, bitterness, or despair needs the same kind of God: one who hears, comes 
down, and delivers.

Evidence and Apologetics Note

The Exodus chronology is debated among scholars, and no single artifact "proves" the whole event. Yet 
Egypt, slavery, Canaan, and Israel are not imaginary settings. The Merneptah Stele, dated around 1205 BCE, 
contains a widely recognized early extra-biblical reference to a people called Israel in Canaan [S2]. This does 
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not settle every Exodus question, but it confirms Israel’s presence in the ancient world very early.

Chapter Reflection
16. What does Exodus teach about God hearing the cries of oppressed people?
17. How does Passover point to Jesus?
18. What chains do people still need God to break today?
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Chapter 7

Kings, Kingdoms, Temples, and Tears

"Kings and kingdoms, temples and tears..."

The Longing for a King
Israel enters the land, but the heart problem remains. The book of Judges repeats a tragic 

rhythm: the people turn away, oppression comes, they cry out, God raises a deliverer, and then they 
drift again. Eventually Israel asks for a king like the nations.

Saul looks like a king, but his heart fails. David is unlikely, a shepherd boy with a harp and a 
sling. He defeats Goliath, flees Saul, writes psalms in caves, sins terribly, repents deeply, and 
becomes the measuring line for Israel’s kings.

God’s covenant with David is massive. A son of David will reign. His throne will have enduring 
significance. From this point on, the hope of the Bible carries royal language. The Savior will not 
only rescue; He will reign.

The Temple and the Trouble
Solomon builds the Temple, and the glory of the LORD fills it. Imagine that moment: priests 

unable to stand, sacrifices offered, songs rising, the king praying, and the presence of God dwelling 
among His people. The Temple says, "God has made a way to dwell with sinners."

But Solomon’s heart becomes divided. Wealth, women, political alliances, and idolatry crack the 
kingdom from the inside. After Solomon, the nation splits into Israel in the north and Judah in the 
south. Kings rise, kings fall, prophets warn, and the people keep drifting.

The Bible refuses to flatter its heroes. David needs forgiveness. Solomon needs warning. The 
kings need a King. The Temple needs a greater presence. The sacrifices need a final sacrifice.

The Stones Start Speaking
This part of the Bible has several remarkable historical touchpoints. Outside the Bible, the Tel 

Dan Stele refers to the "House of David," giving extra-biblical evidence for a Davidic royal dynasty. 
The Mesha Stele, from Moab, describes conflict with Israel and refers to Israelite kings and 
territories. Assyrian records and reliefs illuminate the world of later kings like Hezekiah.

These discoveries do not make David sinless or Solomon wise again. They do something humbler 
but important: they show that the Bible’s world of kings, kingdoms, neighbors, wars, and dynasties 
is rooted in the soil of history.

The tears of the monarchy teach a hard lesson. Human government can restrain evil, but it 
cannot cure sin. Even the best earthly kings die. Israel needs the Son of David who can defeat the 
enemy beneath every enemy: sin, Satan, and death.

Evidence and Apologetics Note
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The Tel Dan Stele is a 9th-century BCE inscription containing the earliest widely accepted extra-biblical 
reference to the royal "House of David" [S3]. The Louvre describes the Mesha Stele as a Moabite historical 
text that recounts King Mesha’s recovery of territories from Israel [S4]. The British Museum’s Sennacherib 
Prism includes tribute from Hezekiah of Judah in 701 BCE, and the Lachish reliefs show Assyria’s assault on 
the Judean city of Lachish [S5, S6]. Together, these sources place biblical kingdoms in a well-documented 
ancient Near Eastern world.

Chapter Reflection
19. Why do you think Israel wanted a king like the nations?
20. What does David’s life teach about both faith and failure?
21. Why is it significant that the Bible’s kings and kingdoms have extra-biblical historical 

touchpoints?
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Chapter 8

Prophets, Exile, and Hope Still Breathing

"Prophets are all crying, 'Turn back here!' Exile and silence, still You stayed near."

The Warning Bells of Mercy
The prophets were not gloomy men who enjoyed bad news. They were warning bells of mercy. 

Isaiah saw the Holy One. Jeremiah wept. Ezekiel saw the glory of God in exile. Hosea lived a broken 
marriage as a sign of God’s wounded love. Amos thundered against injustice. Micah named 
Bethlehem. Daniel prayed in Babylon.

The prophets confronted empty religion. They told people that sacrifices without obedience were 
offensive, songs without justice were noise, and temples without repentance would not protect 
them. Their message was simple and devastating: turn back.

But the prophets also carried hope. A child would be born. A servant would suffer. A new 
covenant would be written on hearts. Dry bones would live. A Son of Man would receive an 
everlasting kingdom. Bethlehem would bring forth a ruler whose goings forth were from ancient 
days.

When Jerusalem Fell
The warnings were not empty. Assyria crushed the northern kingdom of Israel. Later Babylon 

came against Judah. Jerusalem fell. The Temple burned. The people were carried into exile. Psalm 
137 remembers the grief of sitting by Babylon’s rivers and weeping over Zion.

Exile was more than political defeat. It felt like theological collapse. Had God abandoned His 
promise? Had Babylon defeated the LORD? Was the Davidic hope dead?

The answer came slowly, through tears and waiting. God was judging His people, but He was not 
finished with them. Even in Babylon, He gave visions. Even in exile, He preserved a remnant. Even 
when the Temple was gone, His glory was not locked to one building.

Return, Scrolls, and the Long Silence
Persia conquered Babylon, and Cyrus permitted exiled peoples to return and restore worship. 

The Bible books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell the story of return, rebuilding, opposition, repentance, 
and renewed hope. But even after return, something still felt incomplete. The rebuilt Temple was 
not the final glory. The throne of David was not restored in full. The prophets had promised more.

Then came centuries of waiting. Empires shifted: Persia, Greece, and Rome. The Scriptures were 
copied, read, prayed, and treasured. The hope did not die. It breathed through scrolls, synagogues, 
families, and faithful hearts.

By the time the New Testament opens, the stage is set. Israel is back in the land but under Rome. 
The Temple stands, but longing remains. The prophets have spoken. Heaven has been quiet. Then an 
angel appears to an old priest in the Temple, and the silence begins to break.
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Evidence and Apologetics Note

The British Museum describes the Cyrus Cylinder as a Babylonian account of Cyrus’s conquest of Babylon in 
539 BCE and his restoration policy toward temples and displaced religious objects [S7]. This provides useful 
background for the Persian world behind the biblical return from exile. The Great Isaiah Scroll, displayed by 
the Israel Museum’s Digital Dead Sea Scrolls project, preserves all 66 chapters of Isaiah and is among the 
most important witnesses to the transmission of the Hebrew Bible [S8].

Chapter Reflection
22. Why is prophetic warning actually a form of mercy?
23. How would exile have tested Israel’s faith in God’s promises?
24. Which prophetic hope most clearly points you toward Jesus?
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Chapter 9

Bethlehem Midnight: Emmanuel Came

"Bethlehem midnight - Emmanuel came, God with us walking in our pain."

Heaven Steps Into the Small Place
The coming of Jesus is the greatest surprise in the story and also the thing the story was 

preparing for all along. The Savior comes not with trumpet blasts over Rome, but through a young 
woman in Israel. Not in Caesar’s palace, but in Bethlehem. Not wrapped in royal purple, but in 
swaddling cloths.

Micah had named Bethlehem. Isaiah had spoken of a child, a son, Immanuel, a servant, a light to 
the nations. Gabriel tells Mary that her child will receive the throne of David. Joseph is told to name 
Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.

The title Emmanuel means "God with us." That is the wonder. God did not send only instructions. 
He came near. The Creator entered creation. The Judge entered the world of the judged. The Healer 
entered a world full of wounds.

Walking in Our Pain
Jesus grew up in a real village under real empire. He knew work, hunger, tiredness, family 

pressure, grief, rejection, and temptation. When He began His public ministry, He did not stay clean 
from human suffering. He touched lepers. He ate with sinners. He wept at a tomb. He welcomed 
children. He spoke to outcasts. He forgave the guilty and confronted the proud.

The song says, "Truth like fire, mercy like snow." That is a beautiful description of Jesus. His truth 
burns away lies. His mercy covers repentant sinners. He is never soft on evil, but He is astonishingly 
gentle with the broken.

Every miracle is a window. Blind eyes opening show that He is the light. Storms calming show 
that creation knows His voice. Demons fleeing show that the kingdom of darkness is being invaded. 
The dead rising show that death is not safe around Jesus.

The Historical Jesus Is Not a Ghost
A serious apologetics book should say plainly: Jesus of Nazareth belongs to history. Christians 

believe far more than that, of course. We believe He is the Son of God, crucified and risen. But the 
historical existence of Jesus is not a fringe claim. He is situated in first-century Judaism under 
Roman rule, with Herod, Pilate, Caesar, Jerusalem, Galilee, synagogues, tax collectors, priests, and 
crucifixion as part of the known world.

Non-Christian references to Jesus are limited, but they matter. Josephus mentions Jesus-related 
figures, and Tacitus refers to Christus and His execution under Pontius Pilate. These sources are not 
Christian devotionals. That makes their witness historically interesting.
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The Gospels give us the full theological portrait. The external sources remind skeptics that 
Christianity did not begin with a mythical character in a timeless haze. It began in a specific land, 
under specific rulers, with a message about a specific man: Jesus the Messiah.

Evidence and Apologetics Note

Britannica notes that Josephus’s Antiquities includes two famous references to Jesus, while also cautioning 
that the fuller passage in Book XVIII appears to have Christian copyist tampering [S12]. Tacitus, writing 
about Nero’s persecution, says Christus suffered the death penalty under Pontius Pilate during the reign of 
Tiberius [S10]. These are limited sources, but they are valuable because they are non-Christian historical 
witnesses to the early existence and public significance of Jesus and His followers.

Chapter Reflection
25. Why is it meaningful that Jesus came in humility rather than worldly power?
26. Where do you most need "truth like fire" and "mercy like snow"?
27. How can non-Christian references to Jesus help in honest conversations with skeptics?
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Chapter 10

Cross on a Hill, Stone Rolled Away

"A cross on a hill - love poured out, a stone rolled away - no more doubt!"

The Hill Where the Story Converges
The cross is not an accident at the end of Jesus’ ministry. It is the place where the whole Bible 

converges. The promise to Eve, the ram for Isaac, the Passover lamb, the sacrifices, the suffering 
servant, the pierced one, the rejected stone, the righteous sufferer - all the shadows gather at 
Calvary.

Rome meant the cross to humiliate. Religious leaders meant it to silence. Satan meant it to 
destroy. God meant it for salvation. What looked like defeat was the victory of self-giving love.

The song says, "love poured out." That is exactly the language of the cross. Jesus does not merely 
teach about love. He bleeds it. He bears sin. He prays for His enemies. He entrusts Himself to the 
Father. He cries, "It is finished."

The Stone and the Shock
The women come to the tomb expecting grief and spices. They do not expect resurrection. That 

matters. The first witnesses were not gullible people looking for a legend. They were mourners going 
to a grave.

The stone is rolled away, not because Jesus needs help getting out, but because the witnesses 
need to see in. The tomb is empty. Angels announce that He is risen. Jesus appears to Mary, to Peter, 
to the Twelve, to disciples on the road, to more than five hundred, and finally to Paul as one 
untimely born.

Christianity stands or falls here. If Jesus is not raised, then the cross is only a tragedy. If Jesus is 
raised, then the cross is victory, forgiveness is real, death is defeated, and the new creation has 
begun.

Early Witness, Not Late Legend
One of the strongest apologetics points for the resurrection is how early the resurrection message 

appears. Paul’s letters are among the earliest Christian writings. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul passes on 
a summary of the gospel: Christ died for our sins, was buried, was raised, and appeared to witnesses.

Paul says he received and delivered this message. That means the resurrection proclamation was 
not a late medieval invention or a slow legend that took centuries to develop. It was at the heart of 
Christian preaching from the beginning.

The empty tomb is not merely a happy ending. It is the beginning of the end of death. The last 
enemy has already been struck. The serpent’s head has been crushed. The light at the center of the 
cover art is not wishful thinking. It is resurrection light.

Evidence and Apologetics Note



25

The Pilate inscription, discovered at Caesarea, is a first-century Roman inscription naming Pontius Pilate and 
linking him to Judaea [S13]. Tacitus also connects Christus with execution under Pontius Pilate [S10]. 
Britannica notes that Paul’s letters were the earliest texts of the Christian Scriptures, with the first appearing 
around 50 CE [S11]. Those early letters are crucial because they show how quickly the death and 
resurrection of Jesus stood at the center of Christian proclamation.

Chapter Reflection
28. Why is the cross the place where so many Old Testament themes come together?
29. Why does the resurrection matter if someone already respects Jesus as a teacher?
30. How does the empty tomb answer the fear of death?
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Chapter 11

Spirit Descended, Hearts Set Flame

"Spirit descended, hearts set flame, the Church rose up in Jesus’ name."

Waiting for Power
After the resurrection, Jesus tells His followers to wait. That must have been hard. They have 

seen the risen Lord. They have the message. The world needs to hear. But Jesus says to wait until 
they are clothed with power from on high.

Then Pentecost comes. Wind. Fire. Languages. Boldness. Peter, who once denied Jesus, stands and 
preaches Jesus crucified and risen. Thousands respond. The Church is born in public, not as a 
private philosophy but as a Spirit-filled witness.

The fire imagery matters. At Sinai, God came with fire and gave the law on tablets of stone. At 
Pentecost, tongues of fire rest on people, and the new covenant begins to spread through living 
witnesses.

From Jerusalem to the Ends of the Earth
Acts is the story of the gospel moving outward. Jerusalem. Judea. Samaria. The ends of the earth. 

Barriers fall. The Ethiopian hears Isaiah and rejoices. Saul the persecutor becomes Paul the apostle. 
Gentiles receive the Spirit. Churches are planted in cities across the Roman world.

This movement is historically astonishing. The first Christians did not have political power, 
wealth, armies, or cultural prestige. Their central message was that a crucified Jew had risen from 
the dead and was Lord over all. That message should have died quickly if it were only human 
enthusiasm.

Instead, the Church rose up. Not perfectly. Not without conflict. But powerfully. Hearts were set 
flame because the Spirit of God was bearing witness to the Son of God.

The Word Still Cuts Through the Night
The song brings the story into the present: "And now I am standing in this same fight, but Your 

Word still cuts through the night." That is exactly where believers live now. We stand between 
resurrection and final restoration. The victory has been won, but the battle is still being felt.

The Church is not called to hide from the world’s darkness or imitate it. The Church is called to 
bear witness: Jesus is Lord, forgiveness is available, repentance is necessary, resurrection is coming, 
and God is making all things new.

Every time the gospel is preached, every time a sinner repents, every time enemies reconcile, 
every time the hungry are fed in Jesus’ name, every time truth is spoken with love, the light keeps 
cutting through the night.

Evidence and Apologetics Note



27

Manuscript evidence helps illuminate how seriously early believers preserved and transmitted Scripture. 
The Codex Sinaiticus project describes that manuscript as handwritten more than 1,600 years ago and 
containing the oldest complete copy of the New Testament in Greek [S9]. The Dead Sea Scrolls, meanwhile, 
include some of the oldest known biblical manuscripts and help show the deep manuscript culture behind 
the Bible’s transmission [S14].

Chapter Reflection
31. Why did Jesus tell His disciples to wait for the Spirit?
32. What makes the growth of the early Church historically surprising?
33. How can the Word of God cut through the night in your own community?
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Chapter 12

From Beginning to End: The Last Great Day

"When the world shakes hard and the lights grow dim, You hold my life - from 
beginning to end."

The Story Does Not Fade Out
Many people imagine the Bible ending with people escaping earth and floating away. Revelation 

gives a far richer picture. The story does not end with God abandoning creation. It ends with God 
making all things new.

The final chapters of Scripture bring the whole Bible full circle. Genesis begins with heavens and 
earth; Revelation ends with a new heaven and new earth. Genesis begins with a garden; Revelation 
ends with a garden-city. Genesis shows the tree of life lost; Revelation shows the tree of life restored. 
Genesis shows the curse entering; Revelation says there will be no more curse.

From beginning to end, the Bible is the story of God dwelling with His people. Eden had 
fellowship. The tabernacle had God in the midst. The Temple had glory. Jesus is God with us. The 
Spirit indwells believers. Revelation declares the final fulfillment: the dwelling place of God is with 
man.

Judgment, Resurrection, and Mercy
The Last Great Day is not a vague religious mood. It is the day when God sets everything right. 

Evil is judged. Death is destroyed. Hidden things are revealed. Tears are wiped away. The dead are 
raised. The books are opened. The Lamb reigns.

This is good news because a world without final judgment would be a world where evil gets the 
last word. But the Bible says evil will answer to God. The tyrant, the abuser, the liar, the murderer, 
the deceiver, the corrupt ruler, and the devil himself will not reign forever.

At the same time, the final hope is not cold courtroom imagery only. It is also wedding, city, river, 
tree, healing, light, and face-to-face fellowship with God. Judgment removes what destroys love. New 
creation restores what God intended from the beginning.

Held from Beginning to End
The song closes with confidence: "You hold my life - from beginning to end." That is the personal 

landing place of the whole biblical story. Apologetics can answer questions. Archaeology can 
illuminate history. Theology can organize truth. But the heart still needs to know: Does God hold 
me?

In Jesus Christ, the answer is yes. The One through whom all things were made is the One who 
died and rose to make all things new. The One who promised a Savior in Eden is the One who will 
wipe away every tear. The One who called Abraham under the stars is the One who will gather a 
multitude no one can number. The One who opened the sea is the One who will open graves.
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The world may shake hard. The lights may grow dim. Faith may feel thin. But the story is 
stronger than the shaking. God was there at the beginning. God will be there at the end. And in 
Christ, He is with His people all the way home.

Evidence and Apologetics Note

The final hope of Scripture is theological rather than archaeological. No artifact can "prove" new creation in 
advance. But the historical anchors along the way matter because Christianity is not merely a future hope 
detached from history. It is a future hope grounded in creation, covenant, incarnation, crucifixion, 
resurrection, and the ongoing witness of the Church.

Chapter Reflection
34. Why does final judgment matter for people who long for justice?
35. How does Revelation restore what was lost in Genesis?
36. What does it mean for you to be held by God from beginning to end?
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Appendix A - Practice Quiz

Use this quiz for personal review, small-group study, youth class, or companion-book discussion. 
The answer key follows in Appendix B.

Multiple Choice
1. What is the opening declaration of Genesis?

 A. Moses led Israel out of Egypt
 B. God created the heavens and the earth
 C. David became king
 D. Jesus was born in Bethlehem

2. What did God command in Genesis 1 when darkness was over the deep?

 A. Let there be light
 B. Build an ark
 C. Let My people go
 D. Follow Me

3. What does it mean that humans are made in the image of God?

 A. Humans are divine
 B. Humans have God-given dignity, purpose, and responsibility
 C. Humans cannot sin
 D. Humans are angels

4. What was the serpent’s first strategy in Eden?

 A. Physical violence
 B. Questioning and twisting God’s word
 C. Building a tower
 D. Starting a war

5. Genesis 3:15 is often understood by Christians as what?

 A. The first gospel promise
 B. The first Passover
 C. The first exile
 D. The first temple plan

6. What two themes does Noah’s ark hold together?

 A. Wealth and success
 B. Judgment and mercy
 C. Politics and law
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 D. Exile and return

7. What did God tell Abraham to look at when promising descendants?

 A. The sea
 B. The mountains
 C. The stars
 D. The Temple

8. What does the Exodus show God doing for His people?

 A. Ignoring oppression
 B. Delivering slaves from bondage
 C. Ending the monarchy
 D. Building Rome

9. What protected Israelite homes on Passover night?

 A. A golden crown
 B. Blood of the lamb on the doorposts
 C. A stone wall
 D. A Roman seal

10. Who was Israel’s shepherd-king connected to the messianic promise?

 A. Saul
 B. David
 C. Ahab
 D. Nebuchadnezzar

11. What artifact contains a major extra-biblical reference to the House of David?

 A. Tel Dan Stele
 B. Cyrus Cylinder
 C. Flood Tablet
 D. Codex Sinaiticus

12. Which empire destroyed Jerusalem and carried Judah into exile in 586 BCE?

 A. Egypt
 B. Babylon
 C. Greece
 D. Rome

13. Which prophet names Bethlehem as the place from which a ruler would come?

 A. Micah
 B. Jonah
 C. Amos
 D. Malachi
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14. What does Emmanuel mean?

 A. God is far away
 B. God with us
 C. King of Babylon
 D. Son of thunder

15. Who was the Roman governor associated with Jesus’ crucifixion?

 A. Nero
 B. Pontius Pilate
 C. Caesar Augustus
 D. Gallio

16. What is the central claim of Christianity about Jesus after the cross?

 A. He disappeared
 B. He became a legend
 C. He rose bodily from the dead
 D. He only taught privately

17. What happened at Pentecost?

 A. The Temple was built
 B. The Holy Spirit descended and the Church’s public witness began
 C. Noah left the ark
 D. Israel crossed the Jordan

18. What manuscript is known for containing the oldest complete copy of the New Testament 
in Greek?

 A. Codex Sinaiticus
 B. Mesha Stele
 C. Taylor Prism
 D. Tel Dan Stele

19. What does Revelation 21 describe?

 A. God making all things new
 B. The first plague
 C. Abraham leaving Ur
 D. David fighting Goliath

20. What is the main theme of From Beginning to End?

 A. Human beings can fix everything alone
 B. God has a redemptive plan centered in Jesus from creation to new creation
 C. History has no purpose
 D. The Bible is only a list of rules
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Short Answer
37. Explain why the Bible begins with creation rather than with human sin.
38. Describe how the fall in Eden still explains human behavior today.
39. How does Noah’s ark point forward to salvation in Christ?
40. Why is Abraham’s promise important for all nations?
41. How does the Passover lamb point to Jesus?
42. Why did Israel’s kings show the need for a greater King?
43. What was the role of the prophets before the exile?
44. Why did exile seem like such a crisis for Israel’s faith?
45. What does it mean that Jesus is "God with us"?
46. Why is the resurrection essential to Christian faith?
47. How did Pentecost change the disciples?
48. How does Revelation complete the story begun in Genesis?

Discussion Questions
49. Where do you see the world "spinning out" today, and how does the Bible’s storyline give 

perspective?
50. Which Bible story in this book surprised or encouraged you most?
51. What is one evidence note you could use in a conversation with a skeptical friend?
52. Why is it important not to overstate what archaeology can prove?
53. How would you explain the phrase "from beginning to end" to someone who has never read the 

Bible?
54. What does it mean personally to pray, "Open my heart so I can let You in"?
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Appendix B - Answer Key

Multiple Choice Answers
1. B

2. A

3. B

4. B

5. A

6. B

7. C

8. B

9. B

10. B

11. A

12. B

13. A

14. B

15. B

16. C

17. B

18. A

19. A

20. B

Short Answer Sample Responses
21. Creation comes first because the Bible begins with God’s good design. Sin is real, but it is not 
original to God’s purpose.

22. Eden explains why humans hide, blame, feel shame, question God’s goodness, and try to define 
good and evil apart from Him.

23. The ark is a God-provided refuge through judgment. In a greater way, Christ carries His people 
through judgment and death into life.
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24. Abraham’s promise includes blessing for all families of the earth. It anticipates the worldwide 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

25. Passover shows deliverance through the death of a lamb and the covering of blood. Jesus is the 
greater Passover Lamb whose blood brings forgiveness and deliverance.

26. Even the best kings were sinful and mortal. Their failures pointed to the need for the righteous 
Son of David.

27. The prophets warned the people to turn back to God, confronted injustice and idolatry, and 
announced future hope.

28. Exile seemed to threaten the land, Temple, and Davidic promises, but God preserved hope 
through prophecy and return.

29. It means God did not save from a distance. In Jesus, God came near and entered human pain.

30. Without the resurrection, the cross would only be a martyr’s death. With the resurrection, Jesus 
is vindicated as Lord, sin is answered, and death is defeated.

31. Pentecost transformed fearful disciples into bold witnesses empowered by the Holy Spirit.

32. Revelation restores what Genesis lost: God dwelling with humanity, the tree of life, no curse, no 
death, and creation made new.
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Appendix C - Bible Verse Bibliography

Creation and the Image of God
Genesis 1:1-31; Genesis 2:7, 15-25; Psalm 8; Psalm 19:1-6; Psalm 33:6-9; John 1:1-5; Colossians 1:15-

17; Hebrews 11:3

Fall, Sin, and First Promise
Genesis 3:1-24; Genesis 4:1-16; Romans 3:23; Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22; Revelation 

12:9

Noah, Flood, and Covenant Mercy
Genesis 6-9; Isaiah 54:9-10; Matthew 24:37-39; Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:18-22; 2 Peter 2:5

Abraham and Covenant Promise
Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 15:1-6; Genesis 17:1-8; Genesis 22:1-18; Romans 4; Galatians 3:6-29; 

Hebrews 11:8-19

Moses, Passover, and Exodus
Exodus 1-15; Exodus 3:1-15; Exodus 12:1-32; Exodus 14; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Psalm 78; 1 

Corinthians 5:7

Kings, David, and Temple
1 Samuel 16-17; 2 Samuel 7:1-16; 1 Kings 8; Psalm 2; Psalm 23; Psalm 72; Psalm 110; Matthew 1:1

Prophets, Exile, and Restoration
Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:1-7; Isaiah 11; Isaiah 40; Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:24-

28; Ezekiel 37; Daniel 7:13-14; Micah 5:2; Zechariah 9:9; Zechariah 12:10

Birth and Ministry of Jesus
Matthew 1-2; Mark 1:1-15; Luke 1-2; Luke 4:16-21; John 1:1-18; John 3:16-17; John 10:10-18

Cross and Resurrection
Matthew 26-28; Mark 14-16; Luke 22-24; John 18-21; Acts 2:22-36; Romans 6:1-11; 1 Corinthians 

15:1-28; Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 9-10

Holy Spirit and Church
Joel 2:28-32; Acts 1-2; Acts 9; Acts 10; Acts 13-28; Romans 8; Ephesians 2:11-22; 1 Peter 2:9-12

Final Judgment and New Creation
Matthew 24-25; John 5:24-29; John 14:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Peter 3:8-13; Revelation 20-22
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Appendix D - Historical and Archaeological Source 
Notes

These sources are included to support the apologetics and historical-background notes in the 
manuscript. They are not presented as proof of every biblical miracle. They are used to show that 
the Bible speaks into a real historical world.

S1. British Museum, Flood Tablet / Epic of Gilgamesh Tablet XI. The museum describes this 
baked clay tablet as a Babylonian account of the Flood and notes its similarity to the Genesis flood 
story. https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_K-3375

S2. Biblical Archaeology Society, Merneptah Stele. Summarizes the long-standing significance of 
the Merneptah Stele as an early extra-biblical reference to Israel, dating around 1205 BCE. 
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-israel/does-the-merneptah-stele-
contain-the-first-mention-of-israel/

S3. The Jewish Museum, Tel Dan Stele. Describes the Tel Dan Stele as a 9th-century BCE inscription 
with an early reference to the royal House of David outside the Hebrew Bible. 
https://thejewishmuseum.org/exhibitions/tel-dan-stele/

S4. Louvre Collections, Stele of Mesha. Describes the Moabite text and its account of territories 
recovered from Israel by King Mesha. https://collections.louvre.fr/en/ark:/53355/cl010120339

S5. British Museum, Taylor Prism / Sennacherib Prism. Describes a hexagonal clay prism listing 
Sennacherib’s campaigns and tribute received from Hezekiah, king of Judah, in 701 BCE. 
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1855-1003-1

S6. British Museum, Lachish Relief. Describes Assyrian relief panels showing Sennacherib 
watching the capture of Lachish and prisoners being brought before him. 
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1856-0909-14_7

S7. British Museum, Cyrus Cylinder. Describes the Cyrus Cylinder as a Babylonian account of 
Cyrus’s conquest of Babylon in 539 BCE and his restoration policy. 
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1880-0617-1941

S8. Israel Museum, Digital Dead Sea Scrolls - Great Isaiah Scroll. Describes the Great Isaiah Scroll 
as the largest and best-preserved biblical scroll, containing all 66 chapters of Isaiah. 
https://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah

S9. Codex Sinaiticus Project. Describes Codex Sinaiticus as handwritten more than 1,600 years ago 
and containing the oldest complete copy of the New Testament in Greek. 
https://www.codexsinaiticus.org/

S10. Tacitus, Annals 15.44, LacusCurtius / University of Chicago. Tacitus mentions Christus, the 
Christians, and Pontius Pilate in the context of Nero’s persecution after the fire of Rome. 
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/thayer/e/roman/texts/tacitus/annals/15b*.html

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_K-3375
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/thayer/e/roman/texts/tacitus/annals/15b*.html
https://www.codexsinaiticus.org/
https://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1880-0617-1941
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1856-0909-14_7
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/W_1855-1003-1
https://collections.louvre.fr/en/ark:/53355/cl010120339
https://thejewishmuseum.org/exhibitions/tel-dan-stele/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-israel/does-the-merneptah-stele-contain-the-first-mention-of-israel/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-israel/does-the-merneptah-stele-contain-the-first-mention-of-israel/
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S11. Encyclopaedia Britannica, Pauline Letters. Notes that Paul’s letters were the earliest texts of 
the Christian Scriptures, with the first appearing about 50 CE. 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Pauline-letters

S12. Encyclopaedia Britannica, Flavius Josephus. Discusses Josephus’s Antiquities and its 
references to Jesus, including scholarly caution over later Christian copyist influence in the fuller 
passage. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Flavius-Josephus

S13. Google Arts & Culture / Israel Museum, Latin dedicatory inscription mentioning Pontius 
Pilate. Describes the inscription as the only object from Pilate’s time that bears his name. 
https://artsandculture.google.com/incognito/asset/latin-dedicatory-inscription-mentioning-pontius-
pilate-the-procurator-of-judea-unknown/SgGV0ad7K8m3BQ

S14. Israel Museum, Digital Dead Sea Scrolls. Introduces the Dead Sea Scrolls as including the 
oldest known biblical manuscripts in existence. https://dss.collections.imj.org.il/

https://dss.collections.imj.org.il/
https://artsandculture.google.com/incognito/asset/latin-dedicatory-inscription-mentioning-pontius-pilate-the-procurator-of-judea-unknown/SgGV0ad7K8m3BQ
https://artsandculture.google.com/incognito/asset/latin-dedicatory-inscription-mentioning-pontius-pilate-the-procurator-of-judea-unknown/SgGV0ad7K8m3BQ
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Flavius-Josephus
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Pauline-letters
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Appendix E - Detailed Index

This index uses chapter references so it remains accurate if the Word document is edited or 
reflowed for print.

Aaron - Chapter 6

Abraham - Chapters 5, 10; Appendix C

Acts - Chapter 11; Appendix C

Adam and Eve - Chapters 2-3

Apologetics - Introduction; Chapters 1, 4, 6-11; Appendix D

Ark - Chapter 4

Babylon - Chapter 8; Appendix D

Bethlehem - Chapter 9; Appendix C

Bible manuscripts - Chapters 8, 11; Appendix D

Blessing to the nations - Chapter 5

Burning bush - Chapter 6

Cain and Abel - Appendix C

Calvary - Chapter 10

Church - Chapter 11

Codex Sinaiticus - Chapter 11; Appendix D

Covenant - Chapters 4-8, 10; Appendix C

Creation - Chapters 1-2, 12; Appendix C

Cross - Chapter 10

Cyrus Cylinder - Chapter 8; Appendix D

Daniel - Chapter 8; Appendix C

David - Chapter 7; Appendix C; Appendix D

Dead Sea Scrolls - Chapters 8, 11; Appendix D

Deliverance - Chapter 6

Dust and breath - Chapter 2

Eden - Chapters 2-3, 12

Emmanuel - Chapter 9

Empty tomb - Chapter 10

Exile - Chapter 8; Appendix C
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Exodus - Chapter 6; Appendix C

Fall of humanity - Chapter 3; Appendix C

Flood - Chapter 4; Appendix D

Forgiveness - Chapters 3, 10-12

Genesis 3:15 - Chapter 3; Appendix C

Gilgamesh Flood Tablet - Chapter 4; Appendix D

Great Isaiah Scroll - Chapter 8; Appendix D

Hezekiah - Chapter 7; Appendix D

Holy Spirit - Chapter 11; Appendix C

House of David - Chapter 7; Appendix D

Image of God - Chapter 2; Appendix C

Isaiah - Chapters 8-10; Appendix C-D

Israel - Chapters 5-8; Appendix D

Jesus Christ - Chapters 1-12; Appendix C

Josephus - Chapter 9; Appendix D

Judgment - Chapters 4, 8, 10, 12

Kings - Chapter 7

Lachish - Chapter 7; Appendix D

Last Great Day - Chapter 12

Light - Chapter 2; Chapter 12

Mercy - Chapters 3-4, 9-12

Merneptah Stele - Chapter 6; Appendix D

Mesha Stele - Chapter 7; Appendix D

Micah - Chapter 9; Appendix C

Moses - Chapter 6; Appendix C

New creation - Chapter 12; Appendix C

Noah - Chapter 4; Appendix C-D

Passover - Chapters 6, 10; Appendix C

Patriarchs - Chapter 5

Paul - Chapters 10-11; Appendix D

Pentecost - Chapter 11; Appendix C

Pilate inscription - Chapter 10; Appendix D
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Pontius Pilate - Chapters 9-10; Appendix D

Promise - Chapters 3, 5, 7-10, 12

Prophets - Chapter 8; Appendix C

Redemption - Chapters 3-12

Resurrection - Chapter 10; Appendix C

Revelation - Chapter 12; Appendix C

Satan / serpent - Chapter 3

Sennacherib Prism - Chapter 7; Appendix D

Sin - Chapters 3-4, 10

Solomon - Chapter 7

Spirit - Chapter 11

Tacitus - Chapters 9-10; Appendix D

Tel Dan Stele - Chapter 7; Appendix D

Temple - Chapters 7-9

Truth - Chapters 1, 9, 11

World in chaos - Chapters 1, 12

Worship - Chapters 2, 7-8, 11-12
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Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, open our eyes so we can see You. Open our hearts so we can let You in. When the 
world goes dark and our faith gets thin, pull us back to You. Teach us to see Your plan from creation 
to cross, from empty tomb to new creation. Hold our lives from beginning to end. Amen.
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