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Practice Test

"Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, Religion and morality are indispensable
supports.”

- George Washington, Farewell Address

"that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom"”

- Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address

"l have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed.”

- Martin Luther King Jr., March on Washington

Page 2



IN GOD WE TRUST - Basic Historical Companion

1. Early Religious Foundations of America

1600s
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Long before the United States existed as an independent nation, English colonies in North America were
shaped by powerful religious motives as well as economic ambition. Some settlers crossed the Atlantic
hoping to build communities ordered around scripture, conscience, worship, and moral duty. At the
same time, these colonies were not simple havens of liberty. Several enforced religious conformity and
punished dissent, showing that the American argument over faith and freedom began very early. Those
tensions matter because later national language about providence, thanksgiving, covenant, and moral
responsibility grew from these first colonial experiences.

Long before the United States existed as an independent nation, the English colonies in North America
were shaped by intense religious energy, conflict, and hope. Some settlers came primarily for profit, but
many others crossed the Atlantic because they believed they could build communities ordered around
conscience, scripture, and worship. The Pilgrims who founded Plymouth in 1620 had separated from
the Church of England and wanted space to practice their faith without interference. The Puritans who
established Massachusetts Bay a decade later did not seek simple privacy; they hoped to build a
disciplined society that would model what a godly commonwealth could look like. Meetinghouses
stood at the center of town life, literacy was encouraged so people could read the Bible, and public
leaders often spoke of covenant, providence, and moral duty.

At the same time, these early religious foundations were not simple stories of liberty. Some colonies
enforced religious conformity, punished dissent, and tied civic privilege to accepted belief. Roger
Williams and Anne Hutchinson are important reminders that arguments about conscience began very
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early in American history. Religious life in the colonies also unfolded on land already inhabited by Native
peoples, whose own spiritual traditions and political worlds were deeply disrupted by settlement. Even
so, the language of providence, covenant, thanksgiving, and moral responsibility became part of the
political vocabulary that later generations inherited. When modern Americans connect national identity
with faith, they are drawing on patterns that reach back to these first colonial experiments. This opening
chapter matters because it shows how belief, public life, hardship, hope, and nation-building became
intertwined from the very beginning.

Pilgrim prayer painting (public domain)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pilgrims_Going_to_Church_by_George_Henry_Boughton.jpg

Selected References

¢ Library of Congress - Colonial America collection
* National Park Service - Pilgrims

¢ National Park Service - Jamestown and Plymouth: Compare and Contrast
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2. The Thirteen Colonies

1607-1775

“

THE COLONIES OF

NORTH AMERICA

at the

Declaration of Independence

Between the founding of Jamestown in 1607 and the outbreak of revolution in 1775, thirteen British
colonies took shape along the Atlantic seaboard. They differed sharply in climate, labor systems,
religion, and economy. New England towns were often built around shipping, small farms, local trade,
and congregational church life. The middle colonies mixed ports, grain agriculture, ethnic diversity, and
commercial growth. The southern colonies relied more heavily on plantation agriculture and, over time,
on enslaved labor. Despite these differences, the colonies shared the English language, British legal
traditions, Atlantic trade networks, and an increasingly common political experience.

That common experience grew stronger as colonial assemblies developed habits of self-government.
Colonists elected representatives, argued about taxation, enforced local laws, and defended what they
believed were the rights of Englishmen. Distance from London mattered. Colonial people often had to
solve problems on their own, and this practical independence helped shape a political culture that
valued local control. At the same time, the colonies were tied to Britain through trade, imperial wars,
and royal authority. The result was a relationship both intimate and unstable. By the mid-eighteenth
century, many colonists were beginning to think of themselves not only as Virginians, Pennsylvanians,
or New Yorkers, but also as people who shared a broader American experience. Maps of the thirteen
colonies are important because they show the geographic frame of a coming nation: thirteen separate
political societies spread along a vast coastline, gradually learning that their futures were connected.
When the crisis with Britain deepened, these colonies would provide the territory, institutions, and
leadership from which the United States emerged.
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Selected References

e Library of Congress - The Thirteen Original Colonies in 1774
e Library of Congress - Colonial America map resources

e National Park Service - Jamestown and Plymouth
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3. Rising Revolutionary Spirit

1760s-1775

THE ‘BOSTON BOYS” THROWING THE TAXED TEA INTO BOSTON HARBOQUR.,

The road to revolution was not created in a single moment. It built slowly through a series of imperial
disputes after Britain won the French and Indian War. London emerged from that conflict with a huge
debt and new North American territories to defend, so Parliament sought greater revenue and tighter
control over the colonies. Measures such as the Sugar Act, Stamp Act, Townshend duties, and Tea Act
convinced many colonists that Britain no longer regarded them as partners but as subjects to be
managed and taxed. The deepest grievance was captured in a phrase that became famous: taxation
without representation. Colonists argued that they could not be taxed by a body in which they had no
elected voice.

Resistance took many forms. Merchants organized boycotts, printers circulated pamphlets, town
meetings debated rights, and ordinary people turned political protest into public theater. The Boston
Tea Party of December 1773 became one of the clearest symbols of this new spirit. By destroying taxed
tea in Boston Harbor, the protesters announced that imperial power could be challenged in dramatic
fashion. Britain answered with punitive measures that colonists called the Intolerable Acts, and those
measures pushed many communities that had once hoped for compromise toward solidarity and
defiance. What changed in these years was not only policy, but identity. Increasingly, colonists saw
their struggle as moral as well as constitutional. Speeches, sermons, newspaper essays, and local
committees convinced thousands of people that liberty required action. The revolutionary spirit rising in
the 1760s and early 1770s was therefore more than anger. It was the formation of a people who were
beginning to believe they had both the right and the duty to govern themselves.
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Selected References

e Library of Congress - The Colonies Move Toward Open Rebellion
e Library of Congress - American Revolution digital collections

e Library of Congress - 1773 to 1774 timeline
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4. Declaration of Independence
1776

ke , 4

The Declaration of Independence marked the moment when resistance became open separation. By
the summer of 1776, many colonial leaders had concluded that reconciliation with Britain was no
longer possible. Fighting had already broken out at Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill, and Thomas
Paine's pamphlet Common Sense helped persuade the public that monarchy itself was part of the
problem. When the Continental Congress met in Philadelphia, delegates took the decisive step of
explaining to the world why the colonies were breaking from the British Crown.

Thomas Jefferson drafted the text, but the Declaration was a collective political act. It opened with
principles that became foundational to American political thought: that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed with unalienable rights, and that governments derive their just powers from the
consent of the governed. Those ideas did not instantly create equality in practice. Slavery remained,
women lacked political rights, and Indigenous nations were excluded from the new political order. Yet
the language of the Declaration gave later generations a moral standard against which the nation would
repeatedly be measured. The second half of the document listed grievances against King George llI,
showing that independence was being justified not as rash rebellion but as a response to repeated
abuses of power. Its adoption on July 4, 1776 transformed a war of protest into a war for nationhood.
The image most often associated with this event - delegates presenting and approving the Declaration -
captures more than a meeting room. It represents the bold claim that a people could found a nation on
articulated principles rather than inherited rank. That is why the Declaration remains both a historical
event and a living statement of national purpose.

John Trumbull painting
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Declaration_of_Independence_(1819),_by_John_Trumbull.jpg
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Selected References

¢ National Archives - Declaration of Independence
¢ National Archives - Declaration transcript

e National Archives - Declaration milestone document
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5. American Revolutionary War

1775-1783

The Revolutionary War was the armed struggle that turned the dream of independence into political
reality. When fighting began in 1775, the colonies faced the world's strongest empire with limited
money, little manufacturing, and no guarantee of unity. George Washington, appointed commander of
the Continental Army, had to create an army out of short enlistments, local militias, raw recruits, and
constant shortages. Battles alone do not explain the war's outcome. What mattered just as much was
endurance. The Americans had to survive long enough for Britain to tire of the conflict, for foreign aid to
arrive, and for public support to hold.

The war stretched from New England to the South and included famous engagements such as
Lexington and Concord, Trenton, Saratoga, Monmouth, and Yorktown. Victory at Saratoga in 1777 was
especially important because it convinced France that the American cause had real promise. French
military aid, naval support, and financial assistance changed the strategic balance. The conflict also
had a human complexity often hidden in heroic paintings. Loyalists remained committed to the Crown,
enslaved people sought freedom by aligning with whichever side offered the best chance of
emancipation, Native nations made hard choices in a war that threatened their lands, and civilians
endured raids, occupation, and economic disruption. By the time Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown
in 1781, the military result was becoming clear, though formal peace would not come until the Treaty of
Paris in 1783. Images like Washington Crossing the Delaware endure because they symbolize boldness
under impossible odds. Yet the larger truth is that independence was won not by one dramatic scene
alone, but by years of sacrifice, alliance-building, discipline, and stubborn refusal to abandon the
cause.

The Revolutionary War was fought between the American colonies and Great Britain. Despite being
outnumbered and under-equipped, the Continental Army under George Washington fought with
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determination and resilience. With support from allies like France, the Americans eventually secured
independence.

Selected References

e Library of Congress - American Revolution digital collections
e National Park Service - American Revolution

e Library of Congress - Revolution timeline resources
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6. Valley Forge

1777-1778

Valley Forge occupies a special place in American memory because it represents the winter when the
Continental Army nearly broke and yet emerged stronger. After setbacks in 1777, Washington's troops
went into winter quarters at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. The camp was not the site of a major battle, but
it became one of the decisive turning points of the war. Soldiers suffered from cold, poor shelter,
inadequate clothing, hunger, and disease. The army's problem was not only British pressure. It was also
supply failure, weak transportation, administrative confusion, and the fragile nature of a revolutionary
government still learning how to support a war.

What makes Valley Forge historically important is the combination of suffering and transformation.
While conditions were severe, the encampment was also a place of organization, reform, and training.
Baron von Steuben, a Prussian military officer, introduced a more systematic training regimen that
improved drilling, discipline, and battlefield coordination. By spring, the Continental Army that marched
out of Valley Forge was more cohesive and effective than the one that had entered. The site later took
on a spiritual meaning in American culture as well, especially through artworks showing Washington in
prayer. Whether every devotional detail in later popular memory can be historically verified, the
symbolic force is clear: Valley Forge became the image of a people who endured hardship by anchoring
themselves in purpose, duty, and hope. That is why this chapter often resonates so strongly in patriotic
storytelling. Valley Forge says that national survival is not built only in victory parades, but in freezing
camps, improvised huts, disciplined recovery, and the refusal to quit when the cause seems most
fragile.

During the winter encampment at Valley Forge, Washington’s army endured hunger, disease, and brutal
cold. Despite these hardships, soldiers trained and reorganized, emerging stronger and more
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disciplined. Valley Forge became a powerful symbol of perseverance and faith during the struggle for
independence.

Selected References

* National Park Service - Valley Forge main page
¢ National Park Service - What Happened at Valley Forge

¢ National Park Service - Valley Forge History & Culture
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7. Birth of the United States Government

1787-1789

Winning independence did not automatically produce a stable government. The Constitution was
drafted in 1787, ratified by the necessary ninth state in 1788, and put into operation in 1789, when the
First Federal Congress metin New York and George Washington took the presidential oath. Those
milestones turned a proposed frame of government into a working republic. The new system created a
stronger federal structure while dividing power among legislative, executive, and judicial branches so
that liberty could be protected without leaving the nation too weak to govern.

Winning independence did not automatically produce a stable government. Under the Articles of
Confederation, the United States had a loose national framework with weak central authority, limited
taxing power, and difficulty coordinating policy among the states. As postwar economic problems and
interstate tensions mounted, many leaders concluded that the Articles were too weak for the new
nation to survive. The Constitutional Convention that met in Philadelphia in 1787 began as an effort to
revise the existing system, but it soon moved toward writing an entirely new framework.

The Constitution was born from debate, compromise, and hard political bargaining. Delegates argued
over representation, executive power, federal authority, and the balance between large and small
states. The Great Compromise created a bicameral Congress with proportional representation in the
House and equal representation in the Senate. Other decisions, including the deeply flawed
compromises over slavery, revealed how the new system rested both on principle and on painful moral
contradiction. Still, the Constitution established a durable structure: separation of powers, checks and
balances, a stronger federal government, and a process for amendment rather than collapse.
Ratification then carried the debate into newspapers, state conventions, and public life through the
arguments of Federalists and Anti-Federalists. The first Congress and the inauguration of George
Washington in 1789 turned parchment into working government. This chapter matters because it marks
the transition from revolution to republic. The scene of the Constitution's signing is not merely
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ceremonial. It represents the difficult act of building institutions strong enough to hold a free people
together while still limiting the abuse of power. That balance remains one of the central achievements
and ongoing tensions of American history.

After independence, leaders gathered to design a new government. The United States Constitution
established the framework for a federal system with three branches of government. It balanced power
and protected liberties, forming the foundation of American democracy.

Selected References

¢ National Archives - Constitution of the United States
¢ National Archives - Constitution transcript

e National Archives - A More Perfect Union
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8. Adoption of the Bald Eagle

1782

& £ a

National symbols matter because they condense political meaning into a single recognizable image. In
1782, the bald eagle became part of the Great Seal of the United States, and over time it emerged as
one of the clearest emblems of the nation. The choice came after several years of debate over how the
new republic should represent itself visually. The final design of the Great Seal included the eagle
holding an olive branch and arrows, with a shield across its breast and the motto E Pluribus Unum
above. Those details were not decorative accidents. They expressed the union of the states, the
preference for peace, and the readiness to defend national independence.

The bald eagle had advantages as a national emblem. It was native to North America, visually striking,
and associated with watchfulness, height, and strength. Its adoption helped distinguish the United
States from European crowns, coats of arms, and monarchical traditions. At the same time, the Great
Seal placed the eagle within a larger symbolic language of republican government. The thirteen arrows,
thirteen stripes, and thirteen stars all tied the emblem back to the original states, reinforcing the idea
that the nation was a union born from many parts. Later appearances of the eagle on official
documents, military insignia, coins, and public buildings made it one of the most familiar images in
American life. This section belongs in the story because nations are built not only through wars and
laws, but also through symbols that teach people how to imagine themselves as one people. The bald
eagle came to stand for independence, vigilance, and national identity - qualities that patriotic music
and imagery often draw upon when presenting America's past.

The bald eagle was chosen as the national emblem of the United States. Appearing on the Great Seal,
the eagle represents strength, independence, and vigilance. Its arrows symbolize readiness to defend
the nation, while the olive branch represents peace.
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Selected References

¢ U.S. Department of State - The Great Seal
¢ National Museum of American Diplomacy - Great Seal encyclopedia entry

¢ State Department PDF - The Great Seal of the United States
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9. Early Presidency and the White House

1791-1800 and after

THE WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON.

The presidency was one of the most innovative and uncertain features of the new Constitution.
Americans had rejected monarchy, yet they still needed an executive powerful enough to administer
government, conduct diplomacy, and respond to crisis. George Washington's presidency helped define
what the office would become, setting precedents in cabinet government, civilian authority, and
voluntary transfer of power. At the same time, the capital city and the presidential residence were
taking shape as physical expressions of the new republic.

Washington selected the site for the federal city in 1791, and the President's House - later known as the
White House - was designed by James Hoban. Its architecture drew from European neoclassical forms,
but its purpose was republican: it was meant to house an elected leader, not a hereditary king. John
Adams became the first president to move into the unfinished building in 1800. From then on, the White
House became far more than a residence. It stood as the visible center of executive authority, the place
where the presidency met diplomacy, crisis management, ceremony, and public symbolism. Over the
years it survived fire, expansion, reconstruction, and modernization, while remaining one of the most
recognizable buildings in the world. In patriotic storytelling, the White House often represents
continuity - the idea that the office changes hands but the constitutional system endures. This section
therefore connects architecture to civic identity. The White House embodies the early experiment of
republican leadership: power held temporarily, accountable to law, and exercised within institutions
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rather than inherited by birth. That made it a fitting symbol for the young United States and an enduring
image in the national story.

The White House became the official residence of the President in 1800. It represents the executive
branch of the United States government and has housed every president since John Adams.

Selected References
* The White House - The White House building

¢ The White House - About the White House

* The White House - Founding Fathers
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10. Westward Expansion
1800s

Westward expansion transformed the United States from a coastal republic into a continental power.
The process unfolded over decades through land purchases, treaties, migration, military conquest,
infrastructure, and government policy. The Louisiana Purchase of 1803 doubled the nation's territory
and helped convince many Americans that expansion was both possible and desirable. Later
settlement pushed beyond the Mississippi River through trails, river systems, wagon routes, and
eventually railroads. For many Americans, the West represented land, economic opportunity, and a
fresh start. Families traveled the Oregon Trail, prospectors chased mineral wealth, and farmers sought
acreage unavailable in older states.

Yet this movement was not an empty march across vacant land. It profoundly disrupted Native nations
whose homelands, economies, and political autonomy were threatened or destroyed by removal,
warfare, disease, and broken treaty systems. Expansion also sharpened national conflict over slavery,
because every new territory raised the question of whether slave labor would spread westward. The
phrase Manifest Destiny captured the belief, held by many Americans, that national expansion was
somehow ordained or inevitable. That belief gave moral cover to policies that often brought suffering to
others. Maps of westward expansion are powerful because they show the scale of change: territories
becoming states, routes pushing farther inland, and the nation redrawing itself across the continent.
This chapter matters in the story of America because it reflects both ambition and contradiction. Itis a
story of courage, migration, invention, and endurance, but also of displacement and conflict. To
understand the American past honestly, westward expansion must be seen in both lights.
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Selected References

e Library of Congress - Westward Expansion: Encounters at a Cultural Crossroads
e Library of Congress - The Westward Movement map

e Library of Congress - Westward expansion map resources
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11. Railroads Unite the Nation

1860s-1880s

"
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The railroad era changed the scale and speed of American life. Before rail connections reached across
the continent, travel was slower, markets were more regional, and distance separated communities in
ways that were politically and economically significant. Rail lines had been expanding for decades, but
the completion of the first transcontinental railroad in 1869 created a dramatic national link between
East and West. The ceremonial driving of the golden spike at Promontory Summit became one of the
great symbolic moments of nineteenth-century America.

Railroads revolutionized commerce, communication, and migration. Goods that once took weeks or
months to move could now be carried more quickly and more reliably across immense distances.
Settlers, investors, tourists, and soldiers all traveled on the iron network. Towns rose and fell according
to rail access, new industries developed, and time itself had to be standardized as rail companies
imposed schedules that crossed multiple regions. The story also includes labor on a massive scale.
Chinese workers on the Central Pacific and Irish and other immigrant workers on the Union Pacific
performed dangerous, physically exhausting labor under harsh conditions. Their contribution is
essential to the achievement. Railroad expansion also affected Indigenous communities profoundly,
opening territory to intensified settlement, military movement, and commercial extraction. So when we
say railroads united the nation, we should recognize both the technological triumph and the social
upheaval that came with it. Still, the basic historical pointis clear: railroads stitched together a
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continent, made national markets possible, and altered how Americans imagined space, opportunity,
and modern life.

The Transcontinental Railroad, completed in 1869, connected the eastern and western United States.
Railroads revolutionized travel, commerce, and migration.

Selected References

e National Park Service - The Last Spike: History at a Glance
e National Park Service - An Epic Story

e National Park Service - Southern Transcontinental Railroad
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12. The Civil War

1861-1865

The Civil War was the greatest constitutional, moral, and military crisis in United States history. Its roots
lay in long-running conflicts over slavery, political power, economic difference, and the nature of the
Union. By 1860 the election of Abraham Lincoln convinced many southern leaders that slavery's future
was threatened, and a wave of secession followed. The Confederate States of America formed, and war
began in April 1861 with the attack on Fort Sumter. What followed was four years of mass mobilization,
immense bloodshed, and transformation on a scale the nation had never seen.

Battles such as Antietam, Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and Atlanta helped determine the war's outcome, but
the conflict cannot be reduced to military movements alone. The war reshaped the meaning of the
Union. Lincoln increasingly framed the struggle not only as a fight to preserve the nation, butas a
contest over freedom itself. The Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 turned Union war policy decisively
against slavery and opened the door for Black soldiers to serve in the United States Army. By war's end,
roughly four million enslaved people had been freed, though freedom did not yet mean equality or
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security. The death toll was staggering, and nearly every American community felt the war's impact. The
CivilWar belongs centrally in this book because it tested whether the republic founded in 1776 and
structured in 1787 could survive its deepest contradiction. Lincoln's hope for a 'new birth of freedom’
captured the stakes. The war preserved the Union, destroyed slavery as a legal institution, and set the
terms for the still unfinished struggle over citizenship, rights, and national memory.

Selected References

¢ National Park Service - The Civil War
e National Park Service - Causes of the Civil War

¢ Library of Congress - Civil War and Reconstruction overview
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13. "In God We Trust" on Currency
1864 and after

The phrase "In God We Trust" entered federal coinage during the Civil War, first appearing on the bronze
two-cent piece authorized in 1864. That first use on money is historically important because it shows
the motto entering public life gradually rather than all at once. Citizens and religious leaders had urged
the government to acknowledge God on the nation's coinage, and Treasury Secretary Salmon P. Chase
supported the effort. In later decades the phrase spread to other coins and eventually to paper
currency.

The Civil War was not only a military crisis; it was also a spiritual and emotional crisis for many
Americans. In that atmosphere, calls grew for the United States to acknowledge dependence on God in
its public symbols. Letters from citizens and religious leaders urged federal officials to place a sacred
reference on the nation's coinage. Treasury Secretary Salmon P. Chase supported the idea, and the
result was one of the most important symbolic steps in the history of the phrase 'In God We Trust.'

The motto first appeared on the bronze two-cent piece authorized in 1864. Its placement was small in
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physical size but large in cultural meaning. For supporters, it represented national humility in the face of
war, grief, and uncertainty. It also signaled that public life and religious language could intersectin
visible national symbols. Over time the motto spread to additional coins and later to paper currency,
becoming familiar to generations of Americans. This chapter matters because it shows that the phrase
did not arrive all at once in its final form. It entered American civic life gradually, first through coinage
during a moment of national trial, then through broader usage, and only later through formal adoption
as the national motto. In a historical companion to the song In God We Trust, this event is one of the
most direct bridges between lyric, symbol, and historical record. A coin carrying the motto tells a larger
story: that in one of the darkest periods of national life, many Americans wanted the nation's money
itself to bear witness to trust in divine providence.

Selected References

¢ U.S. Mint - Restoration of the Motto
¢ U.S. Mint - Historical timeline

e Library of Congress blog - In God We Trust
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14. Reconstruction
1865-1877
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Reconstruction began as the nation tried to answer a profound question: what would freedom,
citizenship, and reunion mean after the destruction of slavery? The Civil War ended in 1865, but peace
did not settle the social order. Millions of formerly enslaved people were moving from bondage into
freedom, southern states had to be readmitted to the Union, and federal leaders had to decide whether
the postwar republic would be rebuilt on the basis of equality or simply restored under new forms of
domination. This made Reconstruction one of the most consequential periods in American history.

The era saw extraordinary changes. The Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery, the Fourteenth
defined birthright citizenship and equal protection, and the Fifteenth sought to protect voting rights for
Black men. Freedmen built churches, schools, families, and civic organizations with remarkable
determination. Black officeholders served at local, state, and national levels, and new public
institutions appeared across the South. Yet Reconstruction also faced fierce resistance. White
supremacist violence, economic coercion, political backlash, and federal fatigue weakened the
promise of the moment. Groups such as the Ku Klux Klan used terror to undermine Black political
participation, while sharecropping and discriminatory systems limited genuine independence. By the
end of the 1870s, the withdrawal of federal commitment allowed southern white elites to reassert
control, laying the groundwork for Jim Crow segregation. Reconstruction belongs in this book because it
shows that legal freedom is only the beginning of justice. It was a period of stunning democratic
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possibility and bitter reaction. To understand the later Civil Rights Movement, one must first understand
Reconstruction - the first great attempt to build a more equal United States after slavery.

Selected References

¢ National Park Service - Reconstruction Era National Historical Park
e National Park Service - Reconstruction history and culture

e Library of Congress - Civil War and Reconstruction overview
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15. Statue of Liberty

1886

STATUE OF LIBERTY, NEW YORK HARBOR. roportions against the sun-set sky, the colossal statne of Liberty seems one of the most impressive works of
man which can be found upon this continent. It is indeed g eight of 151 feet] Yet despite its cnormous size, it is so perfectly proportioned that one beholds it with
complete satisfaction. This noble work of the French sculptor, Bartholdi, is fortunate in its position, which gives to it an independent, queenly and even threatening aspect. It stands on
Bedloe's Tsland, about two miles from the city. Tt is made of repoussé copper, and represents  female figure crowned with a diadem. One arm presses a tablet closely to her breast; the
other holds aloft a blazing torch. Tts great height s intensified by the huge granite pedestal which is itself 155 feet high, A stairway leads to the head of the statue, in which several
people can be easily accommodated at one time. At night this colossal figure scems even more imposing than by day, Whoever has sailed near it at such u time will recollect the awe-
inspiring effect produced by that Titanic figure rising through the gloom, its vast dimensions magnified by a sombre background, while the uplifted torch glitters with electricity, as a star
flashes when we view it througha telescope. A few statistics may well be mentioned here, This statue can be seen distinctly at a distance of four or five miles. Its total height nbove low
water mark is 806 feet. The fore-finger of its right hand is seven feet long, and over four inches in circumference at the second joint. It weighs over twenty-five tons, and cost more than
amillion francs ($200,000), which was paid for by popular subscriptions in France.

The Statue of Liberty became one of the most enduring visual symbols of the United States, but its
meaning was layered from the start. Conceived in France and presented as a gift to the American
people, the statue commemorated both friendship between France and the United States and the
ideals of liberty associated with the American republic. Sculptor Frederic Auguste Bartholdi designed
the monument, while Alexandre Gustave Eiffel contributed to its internal structure. The statue was
assembled in France, shipped across the Atlantic in pieces, and reassembled on its pedestalin New
York Harbor before its dedication in 1886.

Its location mattered enormously. Standing at the entrance to New York Harbor, the statue greeted
ships arriving from abroad and soon became associated with migration, refuge, and hope. For millions
of immigrants passing nearby on the way to processing stations, Liberty Enlightening the World offered
a powerful firstimage of America. The torch, crown, tablet, and broken chains all carried symbolic
meaning: enlightenment, law, emancipation, and freedom from tyranny. Of course, the nation's actual
treatment of newcomers and minorities often fell short of the statue's promise. That tension is part of
why the monument remains historically important. It expresses an ideal against which the country can
be measured. The statue belongs in this story because it bridges nationhood and aspiration. It is
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patriotic, but not merely triumphant. It also asks what freedom means, who may share in it, and
whether the country will live up to its own image. In visual storytelling about America, few pictures
speak more instantly than the Statue of Liberty, because few symbols combine national identity, moral
aspiration, and global recognition so completely.

Selected References

e National Park Service - Statue of Liberty National Monument
* National Park Service - Creating the Statue of Liberty

e National Park Service - The French Connection
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16. Industrial America

Late 1800s-1900s
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Industrialization remade the United States after the Civil War. Factories expanded, cities swelled, new
machines increased production, and business leaders built massive enterprises in steel, oil, rail
transport, finance, and manufacturing. Electric lighting, telephones, mechanized production, and
modern communications changed daily life. Industrial America was therefore a story of invention and
growth, but it was also a story of labor conflict, inequality, immigration, and social strain.

Millions of immigrants arrived seeking work in factories, mills, and mines. Urban neighborhoods
became dense centers of opportunity and hardship, with crowded housing, dangerous working
conditions, and economic vulnerability. At the same time, industrial expansion created wealth on a
scale previously unimaginable. Skyscrapers, department stores, assembly lines, and national
consumer markets all reflected the reach of the new economy. Workers responded by organizing
unions, striking for better pay and safer conditions, and demanding recognition of labor rights. The
period produced both celebration of progress and fear of exploitation. Child labor, workplace injury,
environmental damage, and vast disparities in wealth forced Americans to debate what kind of modern
nation they wanted to become. This era matters in the larger historical story because it pushed the
United States decisively into modernity. Industrial America generated the productive strength that
would later support global power in the twentieth century, yet it also exposed deep questions about
justice, citizenship, and the human cost of economic transformation. Images of factories, bridges, busy
streets, and workers at their jobs capture the energy of the age - an America increasingly driven by
machinery, scale, and restless innovation.

Selected References

e Library of Congress - The Industrial Revolution in the United States
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e Library of Congress - Rise of Industrial America

e Library of Congress - America at Work
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17. World War |

1917-1918

World War | marked the moment when the United States entered a vast industrial war overseas and
began to emerge as a major world power. Although the war began in Europe in 1914, the United States
remained neutral at first. That stance became harder to maintain as unrestricted submarine warfare,
the Zimmermann Telegram, financial ties, and growing sympathy for the Allied cause reshaped public
debate. In April 1917, the United States declared war on Germany and entered a conflict that had
already devastated Europe.

American involvement was comparatively brief, but it was significant. The nation had to raise and train a
large army quickly, coordinate industrial production, expand federal power, and mobilize the home
front through propaganda, bond drives, and rationing campaigns. The American Expeditionary Forces
under General John J. Pershing helped strengthen Allied capacity at a crucial stage of the war. The
conflict also accelerated change at home. African Americans joined the Great Migration northward,
women expanded their role in industrial and public life, and wartime nationalism intensified pressure
on dissenters. The war ended with the Armistice of November 11, 1918, but its political and human
consequences endured. The United States came out of the war with greater international influence, yet
Americans remained divided about how deeply to engage in global affairs. World War | belongs in this
volume because it represents a turning point from continental nation to international actor. Posters,
uniforms, troopships, and wartime photography capture a country discovering both the power and the
burden of global involvement.

Selected References

e Library of Congress - World War | topic page
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e Library of Congress - World War | posters collection

e Library of Congress - World War | digital collections
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18. World War Il

1941-1945

)\

World War Il transformed the United States more completely than any other twentieth-century conflict.
The war began in Europe and Asia before the United States formally entered, but the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 ended the debate about involvement. America then mobilized on an
enormous scale. Factories shifted to wartime production, millions entered military service, scientific
research accelerated, and the nation became the principal industrial engine of the Allied cause.

The war was fought across multiple theaters - Europe, North Africa, the Atlantic, and the Pacific - and
required vast coordination of troops, ships, aircraft, intelligence, and logistics. American forces
participated in campaigns from Normandy to the island battles of the Pacific, while civilians at home
supported the effort through work, rationing, recycling, war bonds, and volunteer service. Women
entered industrial labor in unprecedented numbers, and African American service members and
workers contributed decisively even as segregation and discrimination persisted. The war also exposed
painful contradictions, including the internment of Japanese Americans and the moral burden of total
war. By 1945 the United States had helped defeat Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan, emerged with
unmatched industrial and military power, and entered a new era of global leadership. World War
belongs in this story because it forged the modern United States. The victory was enormous, but so
were the costs and responsibilities that followed. The photographs, posters, battle scenes, factory
images, and home-front portraits from this era show a nation operating at extraordinary intensity -
united by purpose, tested by sacrifice, and reshaped by the demands of global conflict.

Page 37



IN GOD WE TRUST - Basic Historical Companion

Selected References

e Library of Congress - World War Il resource guide
e Library of Congress - World War Il veterans

e Library of Congress - World War Il rumor project
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19. National Motto "In God We Trust"
1956

Public Law 851 CHAPTER 795
July 30, 1956_ JOINT RESOLUTION
{(H. J. Res. 396] To establish a national motto of the United States,

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the national motto of
the United States is hereby declared to be “In God we trust.”

Approved July 30, 19586,

By 1956 the phrase "In God We Trust" was already familiar on American money, but Congress then gave
it a different legal status by declaring it the official national motto. That Cold War-era action did not
create the phrase from nothing; instead, it elevated an existing national expression into a formal civic
statement. Keeping the 1864 coinage history separate from the 1956 national-motto law helps readers
understand the full historical development of the phrase.

By the mid-twentieth century, the phrase 'In God We Trust' was already familiar from coinage and public
culture, but 1956 marked a new constitutional and symbolic stage in its history. During the Cold War,
many political leaders wanted to distinguish the United States from officially atheistic communism and
to emphasize what they understood as the nation's religious inheritance. In that context, Congress
passed legislation establishing 'In God We Trust' as the official national motto, and President Dwight D.
Eisenhower signed the law on July 30, 1956.

This act did not invent the phrase, but it elevated it. What had appeared on money became a formally
declared national expression. The change reflected mid-century civic culture, public religion, and a
belief among many Americans that national purpose should be expressed in moral and spiritual
language. It also contributed to ongoing debates about church and state, because the motto sits at the
intersection of patriotism, public symbolism, and religious reference. Whatever one's interpretation,
the historical significance is clear: 1956 made the phrase central to the nation's official self-description.
This matters especially in a project built around the title In God We Trust. The motto's adoption shows
how a phrase born in Civil War coinage moved into the heart of national symbolism during another era
of anxiety and ideological conflict. It is one of the clearest examples of how historical memory, politics,
faith language, and civic identity can converge in a few short words.

Selected References
¢ 36 U.S. Code 302 - National Motto

e Library of Congress blog - In God We Trust

* White House archives - 50th Anniversary of Our National Motto
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20. Civil Rights Movement

1950s-1960s
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The Civil Rights Movement was one of the great moral and democratic struggles in American history. It
arose from the long aftermath of slavery, failed Reconstruction, and the system of segregation and
disenfranchisement commonly known as Jim Crow. By the mid-twentieth century, Black Americans and
their allies were building a mass movement to challenge racial exclusion in schools, voting, public
accommodations, transportation, employment, and law. This movement drew strength from churches,
student organizations, legal strategy, local leadership, and extraordinary personal courage.

Its history includes landmark events such as Brown v. Board of Education, the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, the Little Rock school crisis, the sit-in movement, Freedom Rides, the Birmingham campaign,
the March on Washington, Selma, and the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act
of 1965. Martin Luther King Jr. became one of its best-known voices, but the movement depended on
thousands of organizers, local citizens, ministers, students, women leaders, and ordinary people willing
to risk their jobs, safety, and lives. The movement used marches, boycotts, litigation, nonviolent direct
action, music, preaching, and media exposure to make the injustice of segregation impossible to
ignore. It also faced brutal resistance, including bombings, beatings, arrests, and assassinations. This
chapter belongs centrally in the American story because it forced the nation to confront whether it
would actually live by the promises of the Declaration and Constitution. The Civil Rights Movement did
not complete the work of justice, but it transformed law, public conscience, and national memory. Its
images - protest lines, schoolchildren under guard, freedom marchers on bridges, crowds at the
Lincoln Memorial - remain among the most powerful in modern American history.
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Selected References

e Library of Congress - Civil Rights Movement overview
e Library of Congress - Civil Rights History Project

e Library of Congress - The Civil Rights Act of 1964 exhibition
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21. Apollo 11 Moon Landing

1969

Apollo 11 represented a moment when technological ambition, national purpose, and human courage
converged before a global audience. The mission grew out of the Cold War space race, but it was also
the culmination of an extraordinary scientific and engineering effort. When President John F. Kennedy
challenged the nation to land a man on the Moon and return him safely to Earth, he set a goal that
required advances in rocketry, computing, navigation, materials science, communications, and
systems management. The Apollo program became one of the most demanding cooperative
enterprises in American history.

Apollo 11 launched on July 16, 1969. Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins carried with them
not just equipment, but national expectation. On July 20, the lunar module Eagle landed on the Moon,
and Armstrong soon stepped onto the lunar surface, followed by Aldrin, while Collins remained in lunar
orbit aboard Columbia. The words and images transmitted back to Earth instantly became part of world
history. Yet the landing was not the work of three astronauts alone. It depended on thousands of
engineers, technicians, mathematicians, factory workers, computer specialists, and mission
controllers. The achievement symbolized American innovation at its most disciplined and visionary. At
the same time, it captured something universal: humanity reaching beyond Earth. Apollo 11 belongs in
this book because it shows another dimension of the American story - not only founding, war, and
reform, but exploration. The photographs of bootprints, flag, ladder, lunar module, and distant Earth
express wonder, precision, and possibility. Few images say more clearly that a nation shaped by
invention and daring had entered a new frontier.
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Selected References

¢ NASA - Apollo 11 mission page
* NASA - Apollo 11 gallery

e NASA - Apollo 11 mission overview
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22. Modern America

Late 20th century to present
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Modern America is harder to capture in one image than earlier chapters because it is defined by
overlapping forces rather than a single event. Technology, democratic debate, military and economic
power, cultural creativity, migration, media, and scientific innovation all shape the nation in this period.
From the digital revolution to biotechnology, from satellite communication to the internet, from
advanced manufacturing to renewed space exploration, the United States has remained a center of
invention and influence. At the same time, modern American life is marked by argument and change -
over rights, identity, government, faith, security, and the meaning of national purpose.

This is part of what makes the modern era historically important. The country continues to draw on its
founding institutions while constantly revising how those institutions are understood and used.
Elections, courts, legislatures, protest movements, journalism, research universities, entrepreneurs,
and local communities all contribute to the shape of national life. The modern United States is therefore
both stable and unsettled: anchored in a constitutional system, yet always debating what justice,
liberty, and opportunity should look like in practice. Technological progress has made the nation more
connected and more powerful, but it has also introduced new vulnerabilities and moral questions. In a
historical companion to the song, this section functions as the bridge between inherited memory and
living responsibility. It reminds the reader that the American story did not end with moon landings or
civil rights legislation. It continues in laboratories, classrooms, courtrooms, farms, voting booths,
churches, businesses, neighborhoods, and digital spaces. The nation remains unfinished - shaped by
the past, tested in the present, and responsible for what comes next.

Selected References

¢ NASA - Artemis and current exploration
* USA.gov - How the U.S. government is organized

¢ National Science Foundation - About NSF
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23. Everyday American Heroes

Enduring civic life
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Not every chapter in the American story belongs to presidents, generals, or famous reformers. A nation
is sustained every day by people whose work is often ordinary in visibility but extraordinary in
importance. Farmers grow food, teachers shape minds, firefighters and police respond in moments of
danger, medical workers heal, service members defend, tradespeople build, and countless others keep
communities functioning. If earlier sections of this book describe the making of the nation, this section
honors the people who quietly maintain it.

The idea of everyday heroism is especially important in patriotic art and song because it broadens the
meaning of national greatness. Americais not only its declarations and monuments; itis also its
classrooms, fields, churches, roads, family businesses, local departments, and volunteer efforts. The
work may not always appear on currency or in marble sculpture, yet it forms the lived reality of the
republic. Crises often make this visible. Natural disasters, wars, economic hardship, and community
emergencies reveal how much the nation depends on people who show up, endure long hours, and
serve without applause. This chapter therefore acts as a moral conclusion to the historical narrative:
the inheritance of the pastis carried forward by today's citizens. The farmers, teachers, firefighters,
police officers, soldiers, and workers represented here stand for duty, sacrifice, neighborly care, and
civic continuity. They are the living thread between the country's history and its daily future.

Selected References
¢ U.S. Department of Agriculture - About USDA

¢ FEMA - Fire Administration

* Department of Defense - About the U.S. military
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24. America's 250th Anniversary
2026
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The year 2026 marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence - a semiquincentennial
that invites the nation to look backward and forward at the same time. Anniversaries of this scale are
more than celebrations. They are opportunities for national reflection. A quarter-millennium after 1776,
Americans are asked to consider what the founding meant, how the country has changed, where it has
failed its ideals, and what obligations remain for the future. The anniversary therefore belongs naturally
at the end of this book. It gathers all the earlier chapters into a single question: what kind of nation have
these 250 years produced?

Commemoration can be patriotic without being simplistic. The strongest remembrance does not hide
conflict, suffering, or contradiction; it places them within the wider story of struggle, reform, courage,
and aspiration. A meaningful 250th anniversary can honor the founders, soldiers, reformers, workers,
immigrants, scientists, artists, believers, and ordinary citizens who have shaped the republic across
generations. It can also remind Americans that the national experiment is not complete. Liberty,
equality, self-government, and trust are not museum pieces. They remain active responsibilities. For a
book built around the song In God We Trust, the 250th anniversary is especially fitting because it joins
memory with testimony. It asks not only what America has been, but what it hopes to become. That
makes 2026 both a celebration of endurance and a summons to renewal - a moment to remember the
long road from thirteen colonies to a modern nation and to recommit to the ideals that still call the
country forward.

The automated historical image downloader failed to populate the 24 image packets. To restore access,
this appendix lists 24 replacement packets with 5 live links each, for a total of 120 image/source links.

Selected References

e America250 - official site
e America250 - About America250

e Library of Congress - Mapping a Nascent Nation
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Appendix A. Further Study Guide and Chapter References

For deeper study, begin with the National Archives for founding documents, the Library of Congress for
maps, posters, photographs, and manuscripts, the National Park Service for battlefield and monument
history, the U.S. Mint for the history of “In God We Trust” on coinage, NASA for Apollo 11 materials, and
America250 for semiquincentennial resources. These institutions provide reliable pathways for
checking dates, viewing historical imagery, and exploring primary-source collections.

e Founding Era: National Archives, Library of Congress, National Park Service

e CivilWar and Reconstruction: Library of Congress, National Park Service, National Archives

¢ Industrial and Immigration History: Library of Congress and National Park Service collections

e Twentieth Century Wars and Civil Rights: Library of Congress, National Archives, and official memorial resources

* Space Exploration and Modern America: NASA, NSF, USA.gov, America250
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Appendix B. Selected Bibliography

* National Archives - America's Founding Documents

e Library of Congress - Colonial America collection

* National Park Service - American Revolution and Valley Forge resources

* National Park Service - Civil War and Reconstruction resources

e U.S. Mint - history of the motto on American coinage

e Library of Congress - World War I, World War Il, and Civil Rights collections
* NASA - Apollo 11 mission resources

e America250 - national semiquincentennial resources
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PRACTICE TEST

This is a practice test. To take the full test and receive your certificate, please go to the app.

1. How did religious belief influence the earliest English colonies in North America?
A. It ended all disagreement about conscience in colonial life.
B. It shaped worship, literacy, morality, and civic language in the early colonies.
C. It kept the colonies from creating schools or churches.
D. It replaced local government with direct rule from Parliament.

2. What made the thirteen colonies different from one another, and what habits helped them cooperate?

A. They differed in economy, labor systems, and religion, but habits of self-government helped them
cooperate.

B. They were identical in economy and religion, so cooperation was automatic.

C. They differed only by climate, and cooperation came from royal governors.

D. They had no real differences, but military rule forced them together.

3. What events and ideas helped turn colonial complaints into a revolutionary spirit?
A. Stronger loyalty to monarchy and less interest in liberty.
B. Taxes, protests, pamphlets, and growing arguments over liberty.
C. A desire to end all colonial assemblies and town meetings.
D. The immediate writing of the Constitution in response to frontier conflict.

4. What did the Declaration of Independence announce to the world?

A. That the colonies would stay loyal to Great Britain if taxes were lowered.

B. That the colonies wanted home rule but not independence.

C. That the colonies were free and independent states no longer tied to Great Britain.
D. That George Washington had become the new king.

5. Why was victory in the Revolutionary War so difficult and so significant?

A. Because the Americans had to defeat a stronger empire through endurance, leadership, and foreign aid.
B. Because Britain never sent troops and the war ended quickly.

C. Because the war was fought only at sea and required no alliances.

D. Because independence had already been granted before the fighting began.

6. Why is Valley Forge remembered as more than just a winter camp?

A. It was the place where the Declaration was first signed.
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B. It symbolized hardship, training, perseverance, and the strengthening of the Continental Army.
C. It was the site of the final surrender at Yorktown.
D. It ended the need for further military discipline.

7. What problem was the Constitution designed to solve after independence?

A. The weakness of the Articles of Confederation and the need for a stronger federal system.
B. The need to abolish all state governments immediately.

C. The lack of a national church.

D. The desire to return to colonial rule.

8. What ideas did the bald eagle symbolize when it was adopted for the Great Seal?

A. Trade, immigration, and westward movement.

B. Strength, vigilance, peace, defense, and the union of the states.
C. Industrial labor and factory discipline.

D. Neutrality and isolation from the world.

9. Why did the White House become an important symbol of the presidency?

. It served as the visible home of an elected executive under constitutional law.

A

B. It was built as a royal palace for hereditary rulers.

C. It replaced Congress as the only branch of government.
D

. It became a military fort during the Revolution.

10. What opportunities and conflicts came with westward expansion?

. Only peace and prosperity, with no major conflicts.

A
B. Opportunity, migration, and growth, but also displacement, conflict, and slavery debates.
C. The immediate end of all sectional tensions.

D

. Areturn to the borders of the original colonies.

11. How did railroads help unite the nation in the nineteenth century?

. They made ocean travel unnecessary but did little else.

A

B. They reduced the importance of trade and migration.

C. They accelerated travel, trade, migration, communication, and national connection.
D

. They ended industrialization by shifting workers back to farms.

12. Why was the Civil War the greatest internal crisis in American history?

. It was a short dispute over tariffs with little effect on the Union.

A
B. It tested the survival of the Union and the future of slavery and freedom.
C. It was fought entirely outside the United States.

D

. It settled only foreign-policy questions.
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13. Why is 1864 important in the history of the phrase "In God We Trust"?
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. It was the year the phrase was removed from all U.S. currency.

. It was the year Congress declared it the national motto.

. It marks the first appearance of "In God We Trust" on federal coinage, the two-cent piece.
. It was the year the phrase first appeared in the Declaration of Independence.

Why is Reconstruction important to the later story of civil rights in America?

. It ended all debate over citizenship and voting permanently.

. It was the first great attempt to define freedom, citizenship, and rights after slavery.
. It created the first national political parties.

. It focused only on western settlement and railroads.

What made the Statue of Liberty such a powerful national symbol?

. It celebrated only military victory in the Pacific.

. It combined patriotism with ideals of liberty, welcome, and moral aspiration.
. It was the first monument built in Washington, D.C.

. It symbolized isolation from the rest of the world.

. How did industrialization strengthen the nation while also creating new problems?

. Iltincreased productivity and wealth while also producing labor conflict, crowding, and inequality.
. It ended city growth and reduced immigration.

. It eliminated labor disputes by making all jobs safer and shorter.

. It weakened transportation and communication networks.

. Why did World War | change America's role in the world?

. It led the United States to abandon all foreign policy.

. It marked the rise of the United States as an important international power.
. It ended American industrial production.

. It made the U.S. return permanently to colonial status.

How did World War Il reshape the United States at home and abroad?

. It reduced American global influence and demobilized the economy before the war ended.
. It affected only Europe and had little effect at home.

. It mobilized the whole nation and left the U.S. with major global influence after victory.

. It ended the role of science and industry in warfare.
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19. What is the difference between the motto appearing on money and becoming the official national
motto?

. The phrase first appeared on money in 1864 and became the official national motto in 1956.

A

B. Both events happened on the same day during the Civil War.

C. It became the national motto first and appeared on money much later.
D

. Neither event involved Congress or federal law.

2

o

. How did the Civil Rights Movement call the nation back to its own ideals?

. By demanding that voting be limited to fewer citizens.

. By challenging segregation and discrimination and insisting that American promises apply to everyone.
. By ending public protest and relying only on royal appeals.

OO w >

. By replacing the Constitution with a new monarchy.

21. Why did the Apollo 11 moon landing become a world-historical moment?
A. It showed that disciplined science, courage, and national purpose could achieve something once thought
impossible.
B. It proved that the moon was already inhabited.

(o]

. It ended all Cold War tensions immediately.
D. It mattered only to engineers and not to the wider world.

22. What does the chapter on modern America emphasize about the nation today?

. That the country is no longer shaped by institutions or public debate.

. That America remains shaped by debate, technology, institutions, and responsibility.
. That modern America is identical to colonial America.
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. That scientific change has no effect on civic life.

2
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. Who are the everyday American heroes highlighted in the book, and why do they matter?

. Only presidents and generals, because daily civic life does not shape the nation.

. Only inventors, because practical service is less important than technology.

. Farmers, teachers, firefighters, police, service members, and other citizens who sustain daily civic life.
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. Only elected officials, because communities do not depend on ordinary workers.

24. What does America's 250th anniversary invite citizens to do?
. Ignore the past and focus only on celebration.

. Return to British rule as a symbolic gesture.

. Reduce history to fireworks and parades alone.
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. Reflect with gratitude and honesty, learn from the past, and renew civic responsibility.
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ANSWER KEY

1. B — Religious belief shaped worship, literacy, morality, and civic language in the early colonies.

2. A — The colonies differed in economy, labor systems, and religion, but self-government helped them
cooperate.

. B — Taxes, protests, pamphlets, and growing arguments over liberty turned complaint into resistance.
. C — It declared that the colonies were free and independent states no longer tied to Great Britain.

. A — The Americans faced a stronger empire and won through endurance, leadership, and foreign aid.

3
4
5
6. B — It symbolized hardship, training, perseverance, and the strengthening of the Continental Army.
7. A — It created a stronger federal system to replace the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

8. B — It represented strength, vigilance, peace, defense, and the union of the states.

9. A — It became the visible home of an elected executive under constitutional law.

10. B — It brought opportunity, migration, and growth, but also displacement, conflict, and slavery debates.
11. C — Railroads accelerated travel, trade, migration, communication, and national connection.

12. B — It tested the survival of the Union and the future of slavery and freedom.

13. C — 1864 marks the first appearance of "In God We Trust" on federal coinage, the two-cent piece.

14. B — It was the first great attempt to define freedom, citizenship, and rights after slavery.

15. B — It combined patriotism with ideals of liberty, welcome, and moral aspiration.

16. A — It increased productivity and wealth while also producing labor conflict, crowding, and inequality.
17. B — It marked the rise of the United States as an important international power.

18. C — It mobilized the whole nation and left the U.S. with major global influence after victory.

19. A — The phrase first appeared on money in 1864 and became the official national motto in 1956.

20. B — It challenged segregation and discrimination by demanding that American promises apply to
everyone.

21. A — It showed that disciplined science, courage, and national purpose could achieve something once
thought impossible.

22. B — It emphasizes that America remains shaped by debate, technology, institutions, and responsibility.

23. C — They include farmers, teachers, firefighters, police, service members, and other citizens who sustain
daily civic life.

24. D — It invites reflection, gratitude, honesty, learning, and renewed civic responsibility.
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